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CLUB VOICE

O From the President’'s Desk

Dear Fellow Rotarians and RAnns,

What a month July has been! In our very first weeks together, this club
has shown exactly the kind of energy | hoped for. We planted the first
trees at Perne Hill, carried HPV awareness and vaccination to the girls of
Dasve School, took Thalassemia awareness to young professionals at
L FIBE, and celebrated Monsoon Magic. And at Gaurav 2026, District 3131
recognised the fruit of last year's labour with a basketful of awards, a proud reminder of

what we are capable of when we work as one.

None of this is the work of a Board. It is the work of members. We deeply grateful for the
wealth of honest feedback and 68 wishes we received from you during our first member
meeting. We have listened, and we are shaping our vision for the year based on this.

“This is your club and we are simply here to help you build it.

August brings Rotary's focus on Membership and New Club Development. So do bring a
friend closer to Rotary. Invite someone to a meeting. Introduce a colleague to the work we
do. Every one of us joined because somebody once opened the door, and now it is our
turn to hold it open for others.

We have a line-up of exciting events and fellowships in August, and hope to see you there!

Warm regards,

Rtn. Cmde. Parvin Malhotra
RY 2026-27 President, Rotary Club of Pune Central
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FROM THE EDITOR

@® Editor's Desk

Dear Fellow Rotarians and R'Anns,

Taking up the editorship of Central Turf has been a joy, and this issue is
the reason why. As the pieces came in, from a tree planted on a rocky

hillside to a granddaughter’s trophy from a champion, to a peacock
z-“\ »/ painted in watercolour, | was reminded that a club bulletin is not really

> about events at all. It is about people, and this club has no shortage of
remarkable ones.

You will also notice that Central Turf now carries an integrated masthead, our club star
and the official Rotary International wheel held together on one blue and gold field, with
the lush green representing Turf Club lawns that gave us our name. It is a small design
change, but an intentional one: everything we publish should read, at a glance, as
unmistakably Rotary and unmistakably RCPC, one identity, not two sitting side by side.

My warm thanks to everyone who contributed this fortnight. Every write-up, every
photograph, every stray line sent over WhatsApp has made its way onto these pages. Two
sections in particular, Beyond the Pin and Creative Corner, live entirely on what you
choose to share, so if something has made you proud, moved you, or simply caught your
eye, do send itin. The next issue is already waiting for your stories and your creativity.

RCPC Snapshots was highly appreciated by our members, so we continue to feature
memories of service, glory, fun, and fellowship through a video that will accompany
Central Turf.

Click here to view this fortnight's RCPC Snapshots video.

An editor’s job is to carry your voices faithfully, and | take that trust seriously. If | have
slipped anywhere, let me know, and | will put it right. Until the next issue, happy reading!

Rtn. Geeta Krishna
Editor, Central Turf, Rotary Club of Pune Central


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HpYlFOycydWz-2irIqiNL68-fA0JPni6/view
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DISTRICT RECOGNITION

® Gaurav 2026: District Awards

On 26th July, District 3131 held Gaurav 2026, its Annual Awards Ceremony for RY 2025-26,
celebrating the outstanding work of clubs and Rotarians across the district through the
year. It was a proud evening for RCPC, which came away honoured with multiple district
awards, recognition of a year of collective effort across community service, membership
growth, impactful projects, Foundation giving, youth service and club excellence.

The awards received by the club were:
»= Highest Contribution to The Rotary Foundation, Rank 2 in the district
= Top Performing Club in Membership
= Rl Focus Area, Disease Prevention and Treatment, for our Cancer Care Project
= Rl Focus Area, Water and Sanitation, for the Satara Dam Repair Project
* Innovative Medical Project, the Milk Expression Room at KEM Hospital
=  Community Skill Development, the Junior Nursing Project
= Youth Service, for organising RYLA
= Seven Star Club

A special word of congratulations goes to PP Rtn. Uday Dharmadhikari, honoured as a Five
Star Assistant Governor, and to IPP Rtn. Lekha Nair and her team. These awards belong to
every member who gave their time and heart to the club’s work this past year. To each of
you, congratulations, and thank you.

SERVICE

® Service in Action

Thalassemia Awareness Program at FIBE, Pune

On 21st July, the Rotary Club of Pune Central conducted a Thalassemia Awareness
Program at FIBE, Viman Nagar, an initiative of PP Rtn. Ravi Kapoor and PP Rtn. Sanjay
Karwa, continuing the club’s role as Lead Club in Rotary District 3131 for Thalassemia
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awareness. Rtn. Ashish Goyal, a founder of FIBE and an RCPC member, facilitated the

program for around eighty young professionals.

Dr. Nita Munshi, President of the Thalassaemia Society Pune Chapter, spoke on
prevention through blood testing, genetic counselling and voluntary blood donation. The
session was followed by blood sample collection, which drew an overwhelming response
with 73 samples collected in all.

President Cmde. Parvin Malhotra closed the session, reminding the young audience how
fortunate they were to have this awareness at such an age, and to be at a stage of life
where they could donate blood. He reassured the room that the process takes only a few
minutes and is neither painful nor complicated, and encouraged everyone present to
consider becoming donors. PR Rtn. Shikha Mitra of the Rotary Club of Poona Downtown
attended in support along with club members.

HPV Awareness and Vaccination Drive at Dasve Public School, Lavasa
Rtn. Reshma Sambare, Co-Director of the District Team for Cervical Cancer Prevention, led
an HPV awareness session and vaccination drive on 24th July at Dasve Public School in
Lavasa. Cervical cancer prevention through HPV vaccination is one of District 3131's thrust
areas this year, and this drive is the first of a continuing effort from our club.

The morning began with the awareness session rather than the vaccines, and that order

turned out to matter. Only eight girls had signed up beforehand. After the session at least
ten more came forward, and thirteen were vaccinated by the end of the morning. Parents
sat through the session alongside the students, which counts for a great deal in this work.

That gap between interest and consent is the real work ahead. There is still a good deal of
misunderstanding about the vaccine, and parents continue to refuse vaccination for their
children. Every year between eighty thousand and one lakh girls and women in India lose

their lives to this cancer.

“No number is small enough to stop spreading this awareness, or to
stop empowering girls and boys to prevent this cancer.

The school gave the team its full support, and our thanks go to Principal Mona Seth and
her staff. The vaccines were donated by the Serum Institute, administered by INVC, and
the related costs met from District funds. A second drive is planned at the same school in
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August, along with students from Christ University. RCPC will carry this work forward
through RY 2026-27 and beyond.

With inputs from Rtn. Reshma Sambare, Director, Community and Vocational Service (Medical).

Life Skills for Site Children: Rtn. Minal Kering at Tara Mobile Creches
On Sunday, 26th July, Rtn. Minal Kering visited the Hinjewadi centre of Tara Mobile
Creches Pune, continuing a year long series of life skills, mentoring and counselling
sessions for the children there. Since 1980, TMCP has worked to give the children of
construction workers a happy, safe and nurtured childhood, setting up its centres on the
building sites themselves and running them for as long as the project lasts.

Rtn. Minal led a four-hour interactive session for children between twelve and sixteen. It
opened with a recap of the previous session on problem solving, decision making and
anger management, then turned to communication and active listening, covering verbal
and non-verbal cues, body language, and the value of truly listening to and understanding
another person. Rather than lecture, she kept the group engaged through game-based
activities, story-led discussions, group theatre and reflective conversations around real

scenarios.

The group work closed with a feedback circle, where the children spoke about what they
had enjoyed, what they had learned, and what they would like done differently next time.
The final hour was given to individual counselling, a quieter space in which each child
could share their worries, say what was on their mind and ask the questions they carry,
one to one with Rtn. Minal. It is patient, unglamorous work, and exactly the kind that stays
with a child long after the site has moved on.

Tree Plantation Drive at Green Sunrise Hill, Perne

On 26th July, RCPC hosted a Tree Plantation Drive
at Green Sunrise Hill Perne, Wagholi, together
with five Zone 4 clubs, the Rotary Club of Poona,
RCP Downtown, RC Camp, RCP Far East and RC
Kalyani Nagar. A busload of RCPC members and
their families set off early from the Turf Club,

among them President Rtn. Cmde. Parvin
Malhotra, PN Rtn. Vaishali Karwa and PP Rtn.
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Sanjay Karwa, Rtn. Lt. Col. Julius and R'Ann Dr. Madhu Rocque, Rtn. Imran and RAnn
Salma with their son Ishan, Rtn. Jeevan Mahaldar, and PP Rtn. Dr. Anand Bhatia. The
plantation began at 8:30 AM, and on RCPC's request volunteers from Cognizant
Technology Solutions turned out in large numbers, some 150 people in all working the
slopes, with almost forty Rotarians planting side by side.

Green Sunrise Hill is a community driven effort by the Green Hills Group to turn a dry,
barren hill into a lush urban forest, building the trenches and doing the soil work that
gives a young tree a fair chance of surviving on rocky ground. Sachin Tyagi of Green
Sunrise Hill and his team kept the energy high all morning. The day took its shape from
District 3131's Tree Plantation Campaign and the Protect Environment call, and the District
Environment Team was represented by its Director, PP Rtn. Subodh Malpani, and Co-
Director, PP Rtn. Sanjay Karwa.

The groundwork goes back to last year, when IPP Rtn. Lekha Nair, PN Rtn. Vaishali Karwa,
Rtn. Jeevan Mahaldar and PP Rtn. Ravi Kapoor visited the site and chose a single
catchment area as the club’s focus. This July's drive carried that early work forward, with
Green Sunrise Hill tending the saplings afterward so they have the best chance of taking
root on the rocky slope.

There was warmth in the smaller moments too. Gajanan’s two children made themselves
the welcome party, pressing hot tea and glucose biscuits into every hand as the bus
arrived, while at the other end of the years PP Rtn. Dr. Anand Bhatia, at 86, was out on the
slope with everyone else, spirited and tireless. President Rtn. Shikha Mitra of RCP
Downtown celebrated her birthday on the hillside, and when the group gathered for
photographs the saplings called for their own word, so the smiles came not to the cries of
CHEESE but to a united hearty cry of TREEEES!

It was a modest but genuine start, and one that supports the year's call across the Rotary
world, answering both the Protect Environment and Conserve Water thrusts under Create
Lasting Impact, the 2026-27 presidential message of Rl President Olayinka Babalola.
Together we plant, together we nurture, and together we create lasting impact.

Picture Credit: The illustration is a beaqutiful watercolour by Rtn. Lt. Col. julius Rocque. The
saplings have a request of their own: they are asking us to come back, and not forget about
them!
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FELLOWSHIP

@ Programs and Fellowship

Monsoon Magic: An Evening of Rain, Roleplay and Rotary Fellowship
Monsoon Magic, held on 19th July and organised by PN Rtn. Vaishali Karwa and her team,
brought exactly what members asked for at the first member meeting: more fellowship,
more fun, more reasons to laugh together. The energy in the room showed how welcome
it was.

Members arrived in umbrellas, raincoats and rain hats doing double duty as costumes,
ready for four playful segments.

Paper boats set sail in Sail or Fail with Captain Doobega Nahi, RAnn Ranjana Bhalla,
followed by exaggerated weather calls in Mausam ka Chatpata Masala from Forecaster
Feku, R°Ann Bharati Dumbre. Baarish Ka Bawaal, hosted by Chief Locha Officer PN Rtn.
Vaishali, brought a Shark Tank style pitch, a courtroom drama and more. PP Rtn.
Narayanbhau Rathi won all our hearts with his lively jive during the ramp walk!

The evening closed with Ramp Se Puddle Tak, hosted by Puddle Paparazzi RAnn Alka
Srivastav, crowning PP Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja and R'’Ann Sujaya as Monsoon King and Queen.

A spread of bhajiyas, batata wadas, bhutta and lemon coriander soup rounded things off.
Our thanks to judges PP Rtn. Aruna Rathi, R'Ann Dr. Madhu Rocque and R'’Ann Sonia
Rajore, and to RAnn Mukta Nadkar for capturing it all.

A New Chapter: Rotaract Club of SAIl's 2nd Installation Ceremony
RCPC members turned out in strength on 18th July for the 2nd Installation Ceremony of
the Rotaract Club of Symbiosis Artificial Intelligence Institute, marking the formal
induction of its new Board. President Rtn. Cmde. Parvin Malhotra attended as Chief Guest,
joined by Rtn. Dr. Sunil Deshmukh, Director for New Generation, Rtn. Minal Kering,
Chairperson for New Generation, PP Rtn. Ravi Kapoor and PP Rtn. Sanjay Karwa.

The ceremony opened with the ringing of the Rotary bell, followed by an address from
Rtn. Dr. Sunil Deshmukh on youth leadership and service. President Malhotra then spoke,
drawing on his own Rotary journey to highlight the values clubs like SAll carry forward.
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The heart of the ceremony was the formal pinning and induction of the incoming Board,
led by President Kudrat Thakkar and Secretary Priyani Lekhi, followed by the presentation
of the Club Charter. Arya Sharma was announced as President Elect for the coming term.

The occasion reflected the strong bond between District 3131 and its youngest service
arm, and RCPC's continued investment in mentoring Rotaractors.

CLUB NEWS

Other RCPC News

A Winning Partnership: BAFL Foundation Archery Tournament

The Pune District Archery Tournament
was held on 19th July, organised by the
BAFL Foundation and the TenX Archery
Academy. RCPC has supported BAFL
(Building Athletes for Life) for the last
two years by providing archery
equipment, a partnership begun and
championed by Rtn. Shireesh Nadkar.
The foundation trains students from
underprivileged backgrounds at
Avasara Academy and two schools run
by Savitribai Phule Prashala.

The tournament drew 173 archers

across five age categories, in Indian,
Recurve and Compound bow events. Among them was Shiva Naqvi, a student of Avasara
Academy trained by BAFL, who won third place in the under fifteen category from a field
of twenty two, a result RCPC's equipment partnership exists for.
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A Rural Field of Dreams: RCPC’s Julius Rocque and the Eram Sports
Arena

Our Honorary Secretary, Rtn. Lt. Col. Julius Rocque,
Retd., wears another hat well away from Pune, as
Vice President of the Eram Educational and Welfare
Trust at Koppam, Kerala, a role he has held since the
trust’s inception.

This month the trust, with Eram Holdings,
inaugurated the Eram Sports Arena at the Eram
Educational Campus in Palakkad where Rtn. Julius

addressed the audience. This sports arena, the first
multi-sport facility of international standard in a rural Indian village, is built around the
theme Grassroots to Greatness. It offers acrylic courts for six sports, a nine hundred seat
amphitheatre with professional floodlights, and a solar powered campus, and has
partnered the Palakkad Olympic Association in support of Khelo India.

AROUND TOWN

Other Events

Triveni and Samanvay: Two Evenings of Music, Dance and Poetry
In late July, Rtn. Air Cmde. Pankaj Mehrotra, VSM, chief patron, brought three women
artistes to young audiences across Pune in two events, Triveni and Samanvay: pianist
Ankita Kumar, founder of Colors of Music, Kuchipudi dancer Arunima Kumar of the
Arunima Kumar Dance Company, and poetess Aishwarya Gupta.

Triveni, on 27th July at MES Auditorium, Kothrud, was hosted by CASS, the Company of
Master Mariners of India, Pune Chapter, with the National Federation of the Blind,
Maharashtra, with Dr. Sumit Paul, PP Rtn. Nazir Kazi and PP Rtn. Sanjay Karwa as
dignitaries. The next morning, Samanvay travelled to Anjuman-Il-Islam Peer Mohamed
Campus, Bund Garden Road with the same dignitaries present.

The talent was phenomenal. Aishwarya spoke with striking poise for her age. Arunima’s
graceful Kuchipudi held the students in awe and explained the dance’s basics and origins.
Ankita was effortless at the piano, playing classics that left everyone spellbound.

9
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CREATIVE CORNER

® Creative Corner

Celebrating the season when the skies sing and the peacock dances: Watercolour on
handmade paper, by R°Ann Teena Goyal
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No U Turn: A tribute to the Indian Maritime Foundation, at the Hormuz Strait
Watercolour by Rtn. Lt. Col. Julius Rocque, Retd.
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CLUB LIFE

Celebrations

A o @ ok A
PR Al Wy
Birthday Wishes
This fortnight we send our warmest wishes to the Rotarions and R'Anns marking a birthday.
Date Name Date Name
1 Aug Rtn. Col. V Nandakumar (Retd) 6 Aug R’Ann Disha Patel
3 Aug PP Rtn. Prakash Gurhaxani 9 Aug R’Ann Deepa Dharane
3 Aug R’Ann Gaury Mohile 10 Aug R’Ann Dr Pushpa Yadav
4 Aug PP Rtn. Jinendra Munot 11 Aug Rtn. Vipen Malhotra
4 Aug Rtn. Giri Sakhrani 13 Aug PP Rtn. Madhu Rathi
5 Aug Rtn. Dr. Arti Khatter 13 Aug R'Ann Dr. Madhu Rocque

Wedding Anniversary Wishes

And our heartfelt congratulations to the couples celebrating an anniversary this fortnight.

9 Aug Rtn. Baakir and R’Ann Razia Baker
10 Aug Rtn. Cmde. Parvin and R'Ann Neena Malhotra

& The End Polio Sunshine Box
For years, members and R'Anns celebrating a birthday or anniversary have marked the
occasion by dropping a contribution to the End Polio fund into our Sunshine Box, the
collection box passed around at meetings. We are . — -

now making that tradition easier. Below is a QR R
code linked to the club trust's account. Simply open
any UPI app, Google Pay, PhonePe, Paytm or your
bank app, scan the code, and give whatever

amount you wish. For those who prefer, the UPI ID
Scan to contribute to the RCPC End Polio Sunshine Box

iS pr|nted beneath the code to enter by hand. Every UPI ID: repetrust.09@idfcbank - Rotary Club of Pune Central Charity Trust

rupee brings a polio free world a little closer, and there is no happier way to celebrate.

11
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BEYOND THE PIN

© Beyond the Pin

Every Rotarian carries o story that goes beyond the pin they wear, from milestones reached by the
youngest in the family to o lifetime of dedication from our elders.

A Trophy from a Champion

Contributed by Rtn. PP Rakesh Bhargava

—————y =

Riyana Sharma, granddaughter of Rtn. PP Rakesh
Bhargava, recently had a moment most young players
only dream of. She received her school badminton
trophy from the hands of none other than Saina
Nehwal, the former world number one and India’s first
Olympic badminton medallist.

Riyana, a Grade 3 student at Chatrabhuj Narsee Schoaol,
Amanora Park Town, is passionate about the game. At a sports tournament held in her
school in July, she won second place in the under nine girls’ badminton competition, and
collected her prize from a champion who has carried Indian badminton to the world
stage. Congratulations, Riyana! We will be watching where this takes you.

The Hands That Never Rested: A Daughter’s Tribute at 90
Contributed by Rtn. Geeta Krishna
Born in Jabalpur in 1936, my mother was a child of that decade, but circumstances forced

her to become a breadwinner at a tender age. She cycled to work, did mountains of
shorthand and typing, and took tuitions for the children in the neighbourhood. She was
keen to study further, but had to stop after matriculation.

After marriage she moved to Bombay with my father. My brother and | came into their
lives, but the shorthand and typing did not stop. She was one of the very few office-going
mothers of her time. When | think of her hands, | remember them always at work: typing,
making soft fluffy phulkas for us after a tiring day, grinding idli batter in the old-fashioned
hand grinder, then settling down to knit, at top speed, sweaters for everyone in the family,
no matter how distant.

Along with her job and the running of the home, she studied for a BA and then an MA in
Literature in her forties, and took a computer course besides. To this day | have never

12
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seen those hands take any rest. They are either sorting the flowers for pooja, or offering
them to her deity, or writing a divine chant 108 times a day, or clutching a smartphone to
bless and reassure her many nieces and nephews, and grandchildren over a video call.
Her hands have defined her.

The other day, when | complained of stiff shoulders, it was her bony, frail hands that
reached out to knead the ache away. This month she turns 90, and those hands have not
stopped giving. | am so grateful to have these hands still holding me in their embrace.

ROTARY KNOWLEDGE

@ Krishna Speaks

A regular feature by Rtn. Krishna Kumar (KK), former editor of Central Turf, who
continues to share his deep knowledge of Rotary with our members, one story at o time.
In each issue, KK takes us behind the scenes of Rotary's history, traditions and inner
workings, so that even our most seasoned Rotarians discover something new.

Know Your Rotary: Part 2

From four guys hanging out in a Chicago office in 1905 to a global network of 1.4 million
change-makers, Rotary has come a long way! Founder Paul Harris just wanted a friendly
circle of business buddies. Fast forward to 2026, and that small idea has grown into over
46,000 clubs worldwide.

The newest squad on the block? The Rotary Club Chandigarh Horizon in India, chartered
on June 20, 2026! India is absolutely crushing the Rotary game, boasting over 4,600 clubs
and nearly 172,000 members. Even better, Indian Rotarians are huge givers, pouring
around $32 million annually into community service projects. Talk about a massive
upgrade from a casual 1905 chat!

Think about it. How easy is it to start an organisation that is selfless, friendly, and then

layer it with purpose? In Urdu there is a couple that says: "H 3{&dl g1 Tall UT STHe-U-HiWd
R, AN 1Y 3MTd T 3R PHRal §+aT T4

13
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They walked alone. A few of them. Now over 1.4
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THE WIDER ROTARY WORLD

® From Rl and District 3131

Rotary International: “Better Than Your Best”

RI President Olayinka Yinka Babalola, Rotary’'s second President from Africa, has set the
tone for the year with a simple challenge: do better than your best. He asks every club and
district to look back at their best year for membership, giving and impact, then set out to
beat it, since the healthiest competition is between each of us and our own past best.

His other theme speaks to why we stay: Rotary changes us as much as the communities
we serve, though we rarely reflect on how much. August, marked as Membership and
New Club Development Month, is a fitting reminder to bring a friend to a meeting, mentor
a younger member, and grow the circle that makes our service possible.

14
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District 3131: Saksham Takes Pune Learning to the Nation

Saksham, District 3131's e-learning initiative from the Rotary Club of Pune Far East, has
grown into one of the district’s most successful education projects, reaching close to a
thousand schools. What began in Pune to teach hearing impaired children through
animated visuals now reaches as far as Mizoram, with Saksham Smart TV kits arriving
there this year, a fine example of what a single club's idea can achieve when built to last,
and a reminder of the company RCPC keeps within District 3131.

We look forward to DG Nitin Dhamale's message and the District's thrust for the month,
which we will carry as they reach us.

WHAT'S AHEAD

Upcoming Activities

Budget Presentation, followed by Charcha Over Chai, 6:30 PM

Join us at Poona Club, Conference Hall 2 for the RCPC Budget Presentation and Discussion
for the year, followed by an exclusive fireside conversation with two of our past presidents
and their spouses, the Rathis and the Bhatias, who will share the story of their Rotary
journeys. The conversation will be moderated by President Elect Rtn. Krishna Kumar.

8th August: Rotary Zone 4 Book Launch and Dinner, 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Join us for the book launch to Rotary Zone 4 Clubs followed by dinner, hosted by Rtn.
Aseem Srivastav, author of Ulta Pulta: The Conscious Leader's Guide to Mergers, Acquisitions
& Business Turnaround | M&A Strategy, Leadership Mindset & Transformation Framework for
Founders, at Hotel Ramkrishna, Moledina Road, Camp, from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM.

15th August: No Meeting
22nd August: Committee Meeting
29th August: To be Announced

Stay tuned to our RCPC Connect WhatsApp group for important announcements.

Please write to geetakrishna.rcpc@gmail.com with contributions for our upcoming
issues, and with your feedback on how we can improve Central Turf,
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