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Speaking of Which……. 
 
Many years ago I met Alyque Padamsee, the celebrity Ad Man, Film maker 
and theatre personality, at the Bengaluru airport. He was right behind 
me, queuing up for the boarding pass. I turned around and said, “Hello, 
Mr. Padamsee”. He asked me, “Do you know me?”. I responded, “Of 
course I know you. Everyone does”. 
And he said with a big smile, “No you don’t know me. I know myself barely 
enough. No one knows anyone!” 
 
I smiled back and moved on. That remark stayed with me forever. Do we 
know us? Do we really know anyone?  
 
Rotary is about people. We meet, have a chat, share something over a brief dinner or lunch, and then go our way.  
 
Central Turf, the RCPC bulletin, attempts to know our members better. At least more than we ever did. The interviews, 
the events, news, personal achievements, etc. are our way of bringing people together. Helping us to know them 
better.  
 
All of us have focused on our business, job, personal growth and success, yet many of us have paid less attention to 
our relationships. Perhaps for good reasons. At the beginning of the day, it is all about our relationships. And the ends 
with that too.  
 
I was wondering if you have photos of the good old days in Rotary. Or maybe you have your own nostalgic pictures. 
Or you have an idea that is worth sharing. Or even a book review to encourage reading among members and their 
families.  
 
Then please do share it with me. It would be wonderful to see it on our bulletin.  
 
See you all this evening to enjoy an hour or more of knowing our members. Rtn PP Prakash Gurbaxani is going to pull 
off an interesting program on KNOW YOUR ROTARIANS. 
 
Stop Press - RCPC Bulletin has been appreciated by the District for it content, visual appeal and Rotary spirit.  
Thank you DG Santosh Marathe and GML team.                
  
Krishna  
Please write to krsnarti@gmail.com for contributions, suggestions and feedback.  
 
 
  

mailto:krsnarti@gmail.com
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Rcpc Club News 
 
Parsi Lunch Fellowship 
 
The club celebrated Parsi Day at the Ladies Club, on Sunday, 24th August 2025, and was well attended by Rotarians 
and R’Anns. It was almost like a fashion show, with everyone dressed as if for a wedding event! Quiz contest, best 
dressed couple (Rtn. PP Brig. Raja and his elegantly dressed wife R’Ann Sujaya won the prize), and a delectable Parsi 
lunch was the hallmark of the day. The drinks were generously sponsored by Rtn. Cawas Pundole) 
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Workshop at Sayudh School for Deaf and Mute 
 

Mrs. Reema Athwani graciously accepted 
our invitation to teach the students some 
festive delicacies. 
 
She conducted an excellent workshop on 
making delicious modaks of various 
types, with a wide range of flavorful 
fillings. 
 
The children as well the staff present of 
Sayudh School thoroughly enjoyed the 
session. It was clear from the smiles on their 

faces that they had learned something unique and delightful today. 
 
Members who attended the workshop at Sayudh School for Deaf and Mute Hadapsar: 
Rtn. Anil Bora, Rtn. Vaishali Karwa, R'Ann Kalpana Merchant,  

 
 

Interact Club Installation at Anjuman-I-Islam School 
 
A very well-organized Interact Club installation ceremony was held at Anjuman-I-Islam School for both English and 
Urdu medium sections.  

 
Most of the proceedings were carried out by the students 
themselves, with disciplined and focused girls leading the way.  
 
The event also featured cultural performances, including a 
dance conveying a powerful message on women 
empowerment. 
 
Attended by  
Rtn. President Lekha Nair  
Rtn. PP Munir Chinoy  
Rtn. PP Dr. Nasir Kazi 
Rtn. Oni Kakajiwala  
Rtn. Vaishali Karwa 
R'Ann Nafisa Kakaziwala 
R'Ann Noorjahan Kazi 
R'Ann Salma Gauri  
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Meet our new member: Reshma Sambare 
 

Ms. Reshma Sambare has been practicing law in the U.S. since 2012 and is currently an 
independent law practitioner affiliated with the prestigious Miller Canfield law firm in Michigan, 
where she rose to the Partner level in a short span. She is a U.S. citizen with OCI status. 
 
Despite living in Viman Nagar and having weekday professional commitments, Reshma was an 
active member of Rotary Club of Pune Metro since August 2021. As Service Project Director for 
RY 2023–24 and 2024–25, she successfully led key initiatives such as the Happy School Project 
and Borewell Recharge Project, both of which earned District 3131’s Best Community Service 

Project Awards. She has also received several awards in the U.S. for her pro bono and community service contribu  

tions. Reshma is a US Citizen and holds a string of impressive degrees as B.E. Civil Engineering (COEP), M.S. Finance 
(USA), M.S. Construction Management (USA) and Juris Doctorate (USA). 
 

🏇 Rotary Fellowship at the Race Course 🏇 
 

District Fellowship Team is hosting a special Rotary Fellowship 
Event filled with excitement, camaraderie, and unforgettable 

moments. 
 
Join us for an afternoon at the Race Course, where we will 
experience the thrill of live horse racing, the joy of 
fellowship, and the warmth of Rotary companionship. 
 
📍 Venue: Turf Club, Race Course Road 
📅 Date: 7th September 2025 
⏰ Time: 01:00 PM to 05:00 PM 
 
Come dressed in your best race-day spirit, cheer for your 
favourites, and enjoy an elegant afternoon of 
togetherness. 
 
Let’s make this gathering a winning moment for Rotary 
friendship! 
 
Registration Amount: 2500/- 
 
Rotary Club of Pune Central is also a co-host in 
this event 
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Onam Sadhya 
 
PUNE ONAM FESTIVAL 

Onam is a festival that celebrates culture and brings communities 
together, transcending religious and social barriers.    
 
Rotary Club of Pune Central & The Rotary Club of Koregaon 
Park and present to you the Pune Onam Festival, a festival that 
Unites for Good.     
 
Date - 14 Sept 2025  
Time - 11:30 am to 5 pm 
Venue - Rohi Villa Palace, Lane no 7, Koregaon Park.   
Enjoy a grand Onam Sadhya, cultural programs & traditional 
displays.   
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Donation of computers to New English School, Khadpoli 
 

RCPC donated 5 computers to the New English School, Khadpoli, to support digital learning and enhance the 
educational infrastructure of the school, which is run by Parshuram Education Society, Chiplun, Ratnagiri district. 
 
This generous donation was contributed by Rtn. Pradeep Dharane, who has always supported initiatives that 
empower education through ugh technology.   
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tête-à-tête with Krishna Kumar 
 

In Conversation with Rtn. Shireesh Nadkar 
 
Rtn. Shireesh Nadkar and his talented wife R’Ann Mukta Nadkar, are known to me since 1991. When we were 
in Saudi Arabia. Yet, I was about to learn about him more in an hour than I had known him in 34 years. Isn’t 
it interestingly pitiful that we barely know anyone well enough. I went to their beautiful apartment, and I 
was warmly received by Mukta and Shireesh. Unlimited coffee was what Shireesh had promised. But Mukta 
served me samosas, and a variety of snacks while Shireesh fixed me fresh, hot, strong coffee. The 
conversation then flowed. 
 

Shireesh, how much do people in our Rotary Club know about 
you? What do they know about you? 
I was introduced to RCPC by PP Eby Chaney, who I’ve known 
for over 50 years. I met PP Rakesh Bhargava when I was in 
Firestone Tyres and he remembered me after 30 years, when 
I was inducted. I have made many friends in the Club and they 
know me, and even then, I don’t think many of them know my 
professional background. Of course, most of them know what 
I’ve done in our Club. 
 

Could you chart out your corporate career for all of us? 
I graduated in Mechanical Engineering from Maharaja 
Sayajirao University, Vadodara. 

 

My first job was in Larsen & Toubro in 1967 where I worked for 4 years. I moved to Firestone Tyre Company. (at that 
time, it was 100% American owned). I worked at Firestone for 10 years where I was the Purchase Manager. I then 
went to Muscat. You know, every time I changed my job, it was a completely different industry. From switch gears to 
Tyres to a Construction in Muscat. I came back to India and joined Tata Press (printing press), where I became General 
Manager Materials and Production. I then went to Saudi Arabia in 1991 to work for the Kanoo Group, which was 
essentially a trading business in engineering good and services, from where I returned in 2014, when I hung up my 
boots. 
 

And the children? 
My sons, Nikhil and Sunil, studied in Lawrence school, Sanawar, a boarding school. They visited us on Saudi Arabia 
but never lived there. Of course, they were with us and studied in Muscat, during their early years, where we lived for 
about 6 years.  
 

Before I went to Muscat, we tried to get admission for Nikhil in Bombay Scottish. Both Sunil Gavaskar and I were 
sitting next to each other waiting for the interview with the Principal. Naturally Sunil’s son got admission while my son 
didn’t. So going to Muscat was a kind of blessing because Nikhil had no school to go to in Mumbai! 
 

Companies usually recruit employees with relevant background be it tyre business or printing. But being picked by 
MNCs from different industries, speaks volumes about you as a person. What how do you feel about that?  
I look at it differently. Often it was about being in the right place, right time. For instance, Firestone picked me in 
Purchasing as they were looking for an engineer for that job. In Kanoo, to give you another example, I was recruited 
as Purchasing Manager. But then when a key staff from the Oil & Gas resigned, I was offered that job. I took it as a 
challenge.  
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I know you both for nearly 35 years, and I could perhaps attribute these career moves and your success to your 
affable personality, your communication skills, besides your qualification and experiences. 
Mukta: I think you are right. He has two things that work well for him: adaptability and willingness to learn. He is very 
affable and approachable. Even at the age of 80, I can proudly say that every day he is doing something – attending 
webinars to learn photography or about investment, and so on. And the great thing is that Shireesh and I were and 
still are, are close friends of several western clients, which is testimony to Shireesh as an individual. He can be blunt 
& outspoken, yet in an acceptable manner. 
 

Which other organisation are you connected to?  
I was a Round Tabler too, since 1973! And there are several other Rotarians in our club who too were Round Tablers. 
I was a Rotarian in Mumbai before when I was with Tata Press, but then when I went overseas, I had to give that up. 
But I am glad to be part of RCPC now. I was glad that I could contribute as the Director of Non-Medical services during 
the previous Rotarian year, and at this age, it is a trifle difficult to take up any major roles. I love being connected to 
my friends and I have made several friends in Rotary too.  
 

Tell us about your schooling. 
My early years at school was in Delhi Public School in Delhi. My father joined the Army in 1940 (then British Indian 
Army) during the Second world war. It was called Kings Commission in those days, so we moved around a bit. He went 
to London to become a barrister in 1936, but then the war broke out in 1939, and he returned to India upon his 
father’s insistence. My father retired from the Army as a Major. Talking about schools, I was in Ahmedabad at my 
grandmother’s place but I did not go to any school there! Later I joined Bishop’s school in Pune where I was admitted 
to the 4th standard but was promoted to the 5th standard the next day! Mukta has preserved a lot of my school awards. 
 

What keeps you busy? 
Well, it is Rotary, Toastmasters club, meeting with friends and family, travelling and learning new things, and so on! 
In fact, Mukta and I used to travel a lot for Toastmasters, attending International Conventions overseas etc, but that 
has reduced now. I have attended 6 International Toastmasters Conventions. Of course, Mukta is more passionate 
about Toastmasters and has held the position of District Director also. 
 

Mukta: He even contested in a Speech Contest recently. But in another month’s time he will be 80 years old. I think 
he will give up Toastmasters sometimes next year.  
 

How do you remain so calm and composed? 
Well, that I think is inbuilt. I have seen my mother deal with emergencies sensibly, and I think that comes from an 
ability to remain calm in difficult times. I have been in a few accidents and near-misses overseas, including a tyre burst 
resulting in the vehicle overturning, in Muscat. The driver and other co-passengers were injured, and I had a few 
bruises. But I took charge of the situation and the first thing I did was to remove the jerry cans filled with petrol, as 
we were on a long-distance drive for official work, and the gas station in those days were far and few between. I was 
also caught in a freak storm at sea while I was sailing with friends.  
 

I do get angry or upset, when I did while at work, I would send the angry response by email… to myself and look it up 
the next day. That helped. 
 

What is your message to our new members? 
Show up for meetings. And join one of the committees or projects. Because unless you do real work, you will not reap 
the benefits of becoming a Rotarian.  
 

Final question: what is your secret recipe for your composure? 
Mukta answered that for me: He is content. Completely content with everything. And he does not hold any grudges 
or complaints.  
 

Shireesh added the final word: I never give unsolicited advice to anyone. I keep out of other people's business.  
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An Interview with Rtn. Delshad Karanjia 
 
Rtn. Delshad Karanjia, a highly experienced Journalist hailing from a family of renowned journalists, has a 
career journey that charts through several countries. It was a pleasure knowing her better. Here is what I 
learnt…. 
 

Tell us about your journey as a journalist. When and what inspired you to embark on the career of a journalist?  
It was inevitable that I would drift into a career in journalism, as my parents were both journalists. My father had 
launched two magazines, the first, a monthly called Cinevoice, the voice of the Indian film industry, in 1947, and 
subsequently a weekly called Movie Times, in which the most popular feature was a gossip column titled Gleanings 
from Garbage, which was written by my mother. Sadly, sales of both 
magazines were badly hit by the launch of Filmfare by the Times of India 
Group and Screen, by the Indian Express Group. Ironically, my father was 
appointed editor of his nemesis Filmfare and subsequently of Screen.  
 

You have worked in almost every medium: Print, Radio, TV. Tell us more 
about it. 
I started my career in journalism as a trainee in the Times of India’s 
internship scheme. I was then posted as a sub-editor with the Evening News 
of India, a job I held for more than eight years. The paper’s most popular 
feature was a column titled Round and About by Busybee, the pen name of 
Behram Contractor, who had moved to Mid-day and subsequently 
launched the Afternoon Despatch and Courier. Sales of the Evening News 
were badly hit by these competitors.  
 

In 1986, I moved to the UK and began hunting for work. The first 
breakthrough came from BBC Local Radio’s multicultural unit. Apart from 
doing interviews with newsmakers, politicians, writers and actors, I used to 
compile and read a 5-minute-long bulletin called Asian News, which was transmitted by the BBC’s Local Radio stations 
across the UK.  
 

One day, a colleague in the multicultural unit told me that a producer for Channel 4 television was looking for a 
researcher for a TV series titled Settler’s Tales, stories about immigrants in the UK. That was my first job in television. 
Farrukh Dhondy, originally from Pune, was the head of Channel 4 television’s Multicultural Unit and I worked as a 
researcher/producer on several projects for him, including a history of Indian cinema titled The Peacock Screen, and 
Bombay Chat, a talk show hosted by Nikki Bedi.  
 

In between these television projects, I freelanced as a copy editor for the Daily Telegraph, the Sunday Times and BBC 
publications.  
 

In 2000, I moved to Houston, Texas, and worked with the Indian Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston for a 
while, and then as a copy editor for the Houston Chronicle. But the best was still to come…  
 

Any relationship with the renowned Karanjia family?  
Yes, most definitely. The formidable Russy Karanjia, editor of Blitz, was my father’s eldest brother. In addition to being 
editor of Filmfare and Screen, my father was appointed Chairman of the Film Finance Corporation of India and 
subsequently the National Film Development Corporation. My mother, for many years, edited a magazine called 
Onlooker and subsequently was the Times of India’s foreign film critic for nearly two decades.  
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When did you begin writing fiction? How did that happen? How was it more satisfying to express yourself in that 
form? 
Like many things in my life, writing a book literally fell into my lap. When I retired in 2015 and settled in Pune, I had 
approached David Davidar, former head of Penguin Books India and currently head of Aleph Book Company, to do 
freelance editing and had edited several books for his company. One day, I received a call from his office asking if I 
would be interested in writing a book of short stories, focusing on tales of wit and wisdom. And that’s how my first 
(and so far, only) book titled Teaching a Horse to Sing was published in 2021. Many of the stories have been published 
in shorter books for children.   
 

The book is divided into three sections, starting with the escapades of Mullah Nasruddin, moving on to the enduring 
jugalbandi between Emperor Akbar and his shrewd adviser Birbal, and ending with stories from around the world. 
Almost all the stories have passed into folk lore over the years, so the big challenge I faced was to add some novelty 
to the story, often giving a twist in the tale.  
 

You have worked with Saudi Aramco as a writer/editor. How was your experience to live and work there, and 
especially with Saudi Aramco? How did it compare with your international experience in the West? 
I must confess that I was somewhat apprehensive about uprooting myself from the US to move to Saudi Arabia. My 
husband (now ex) had been offered a job with Saudi Aramco, and he decided to accept their offer. While we were 
packing and getting organized to move to Dhahran in October 2001, we woke up one morning to the grim news of 
the 9/11 attacks which were allegedly masterminded by Saudis. We landed in Saudi Arabia in October 2001, and within 
a few weeks, all my doubts and misgivings vanished.  
 

The Indian community and all our neighbours were extremely welcoming of any newcomers, and I made some 
wonderful friendships that have lasted to this day.   
 

For the first four years I did freelance editing jobs for various publishers and then got the luckiest break of my life — 
a job as a writer and editor in Aramco’s Training & Development department. I worked for them for 10 years and 
eventually retired in July 2015.   
 

Saudi Aramco is an astonishing company that goes out of its way to look after its employees. The township in Dhahran 
is vast and apart from housing its employees it boasts a golf course, a hobby farm where employees can own and 
ride their own Arabian steeds, a choice of restaurants, endless opportunities for sports and other hobbies, and even 
has two schools for employees’ children.  
 

If I were asked to list my favorite job, it would be a tie between the Houston Chronicle and Saudi Aramco.      
 

You are a relatively young Rotarian at RCPC, with about 4 years behind you. What do you seek and wish to give in 
RCPC? A brief journey sketch on your involvement with RCPC. 
It was Rtn. PP Ebe Chaney who persuaded me to join RCPC in 2021. The very next year I was asked to edit the weekly 
bulletin, Central Turf. In Rotary Year 2023–2024, I served as Honorary Secretary. I am always willing to support RCPC 
activities and projects where needed.    
 

Bringing up children on a high protein of stories and story-based education is perhaps conspicuously missing in the 
Indian Education system. What are your thoughts? 
I think it is rather tragic that children these days are glued to their smartphones and seem to have no interest in 
reading. The focus needs to shift from putting pressure on children to get good grades. Inculcating the habit of reading 
helps with language acquisition, communication skills, social skills, and literacy skills. I am thankful that I was born 
into a family that loved reading. I am deeply grateful to my parents for instilling a love of books in my sister, brother 
and me. If it were not for the books that I read and the films that I saw in my childhood, I don’t think I could have 
attained the degree of fluency that enabled me to work as an editor alongside native speakers of English, often 
correcting their mistakes.   
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What is the next upcoming happening in your life, as an author, and as a Rotarian? 
I take each day as it comes… In a career spanning 48 years, I have learned that having a high Emotional Quotient 
enables one to rise faster than having a high IQ. In my office in Dhahran, I had pasted a quote from Steve Jobs on the 
noticeboard that read: “The only way to do great work is to love what you do.” I feel blessed to have enjoyed and loved 
my work. 
 
 
 

Rotary District / National / International News 
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District Quiz Contest 
 
Rtn. PP Uday Dharmadhikari yet again won the first prize in the District Rotary Quiz! Congratulations!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter to the President by Rtn. PP Dr. Nasir Kazi 
 
Thank you very much, the whole of Parsee Host Group and Program Director, PP Uday for a fantastic weekend 
program.  
Organisation of the event was very thoughtful, and execution was perfect. Presentation of "Parsees In India" was very 
informative. Thanks to Yasmin and Delshad.  This narrative of history of Parsees made us understand that the smallest 
community in India has contributed a large share to development of India.  
 
We were looking forward to Parsee food. It was very delicious and plentiful. Service by the waiters was also quite 
quick.  
 
It was nice to see some of our non-Parsee members in Parsee attire.  
 
President Lekha was leading the group and both IPP Brig Raja & Sujaya rightly deserved the top recognition. 
 
So, it was an amazing experience, and we all are looking forward to similar Sunday Lunch programs by other groups 
every 3 months. Hope Pr. Lekha is making note of my suggestion and will act upon it. 
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What to Expect in the Next Four Weeks 
 

 
 September 06 — Holiday – Ganesh Vijarjan 

 

 September 14 — Onam Fellowship Lunch on Sunday September 14  
 

 September 20 — Fundraising RY 2025-26 
 

 September 28 — To be announced.  
 
 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  

Rtn / R’Ann 
Rtn. Behzad Randeria 
Rtn. Sanjiv Agarwal  
R’Ann Hina Shah 
R’Ann Seema Handa 
Rtn. Minal Kering 
R’Ann Radhika Malhotra 
Rtn. Amita Munot 
Rtn. Vinal Saboo 
Rtn. Pravin Nadkarni 
Rtn. Rakesh Kalra  
Rtn. Rajeev Sharma 
Rtn. Dr. Jitendra Sandu 
 
 

 
Birthday 
September 1 
September 2 
September 2 
September 4 
September 5 
September 6 
September 7 
September 9 
September 10 
September 11 
September 11 
September 18 
 

 

 
Member and Spouse 
Rtn. PP Parmod and R’Ann Ranjana Bhalla 
 

 
Wedding Anniversary 
September 1 

 


