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The Joint Meeting with RC Koregaon Park TODAY is 
going to be extra special – Cultural Extravaganza, 
Authentic Kerala Onam Lunch. Let’s turn out in large 
numbers to celebrate the vibrant Festival of Onam! 
Don’t miss this colourful fellowship! 
SUNDAY, 14TH SEPTEMBER @ 11.30 A.M. - Meeting 
called to order followed by Onam Sadya at 12:30 p.m. 
ROHI VILLA, LANE NO 7, KOREGAON PARK 
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Speaking Of Which……. 
 

Well, I thought maybe I should not say much this time. 
Instead, let me present you some mota-mota thoughts 
below.  
Read. Absorb. Think. Act.  
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How can we plan to 
attend our club 

meetings regularly?  

 

 

Are you part of any RCPC 

Club project, committee or 

team? 

Do not wait. 

Just join the action. 

DO YOU FOLLOW RCPC SOCIAL MEDIA HANDLES? 

https://www.instagram.com/rcpunecentral?igsh=a
WRiZjAyYmdvdHpi 

https://www.facebook.com/share/19gAy1vst2/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/rcpc/ 

Follow the above. Comment. Share. Expand our 
reach. Let us become the best. 

END POLIO NOW 
 

India is Polio Free. 
But we run the risk of imported 

Poliovirus. 
Our annual birth cohort is over 

2.6 crores infants. 
Are we doing enough for 

for Polio prevention? 
 

NEVER LET POLIO IN AGAIN 
 

 

 

THE POWER OF 1 

Can each of us bring in at 
least ONE new member? 

Can each of us connect with 
ONE potential CSR partner 

 

Says Krishna….. 
krsnarti@gmail.com 

https://www.instagram.com/rcpunecentral?igsh=aWRiZjAyYmdvdHpi
https://www.instagram.com/rcpunecentral?igsh=aWRiZjAyYmdvdHpi
https://www.facebook.com/share/19gAy1vst2/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rcpc/
mailto:krsnarti@gmail.com
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Know Your Rotarians 
 

 
Rtn. PP Prakash Gurbaxani conducted a one of its kind “Know your 
Rotarians” interview session on 30th August at the Royal Connaught Boat 
Club on 30th August 2025. 
 
Rtn. Reshma Sambare, Rtn. Lt. Col Julius Rocque & R’Ann Dr. Madhu 
Rocque, and Rtn. Mohammad Imran Gauri & R’Ann Salma Gauri were 
put on the spot in an interview format by Rtn. Gurbaxani. 
 
The result was an entertaining event filled with laughter, personal 
stories & views. 
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Rotary Friendship Exchange Visit - RY 25- 26 
 
The International Relations Committee has shortlisted three destinations for RCPC’s upcoming Friendship 
Exchange visits. We plan to organize *two overseas trips* in the coming months and seek your preferences. 
 
Options: 
 • Rotary Club of Flacq – Mauritius 
 • Rotary Club of Kandy – Sri Lanka 
 • Rotary Club of South Bangkok – Thailand 
 
Members (with spouses) will get to attend a host club meeting, visit project sites, and enjoy fellowship meals. 
Travel, stay, meals, and sightseeing will be at personal cost.  
 
Have you voted for the destinations of your choice to help the team finalize? 
 

 

RCPC initiative at Dnyanada School, Kirkatwadi 
 
A counselling session was held at Dnyanada school, Kirkatwadi, led by Rtn. 
Narendra Sanghvi. The topic was “Learning Smarter with SWOT, Johari Window & 
Study Skills”. 
 
The program was started in July with 200+ students reaping the benefit of the 
sessions. There were in all 24 sessions in each module, and so far, 4 sessions have 
been completed successfully. 
 
Rotary Club of Pune Central believes that education is more than just textbooks. 
Students must learn to know themselves, understand others, and study in a smart 
way. For this, three tools are very useful: 
 SWOT Analysis (for 8th & 9th std) 
 Johari Window (for 8th & 9th std) 
 Study Skills (for 10th std) 
 
1️⃣The SWOT Analysis aimed at helping students know themselves 
better, helping them to make them clearly set goals and convert 
weakness into strength. 
2️⃣ Johari Window – helped them understand themselves & others and 
learn from feedback.  
3⃣ Study Skills – elaborate smart habits for 10th Std students to stay 
stress-free. 
 
Through Rotary’s program at Dnyanada School, Kirkatwadi, we are 
preparing students not just for exams, but for life and leadership. 
Congratulations to Rtn Sanghvi, for this great initiative. 
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RCPC – Inner Wheel Joint Programme at Dasve School, Lavasa 
 

On 11th September 20205, RCPC joined hands with Innerwheel to do a joint programme at Dasve School, Lavasa.  
Members of RCPC and Inner Wheel came together for a meaningful visit to Dasve Public School, Lavasa. The following 
activities were carried out as part of this joint initiative: 

• Paper Bag Workshop to promote eco-friendly practices 
• Distribution of sweets, craft n painting material, stationery, books, and sanitary napkins to the students 
• Donation of a Smart TV to enhance learning facilities at the school 

 
A special thanks to Rtn Lata Agarwal, who is also an Inner Wheel member, for coordinating the entire program so 
beautifully and for hosting all participants for a warm lunch at her lovely residence. 
Also thanks to Rtn Pankaj Mehrotra as well to support the event today.  
 
Such collaborative efforts strengthen our commitment towards community welfare. 
 
 Thanks to all Rtns n Anns who travelled to Lavasa to be part of the initiative.  
 
The event was significant and successful, where a workshop on paper bags was conducted for students. Innerwheel 
club handed over e-learning kits, books and a smart TV for the benefit of the students. Rtn. Lata Agarwal was gracious 
to host a lunch at her residence! 
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AI Introduction at Nande School  
 
 
The first AI introduction class at Nande school done by NIIT 
foundation and our club! 

 

 

 

 

Installation ceremony – Rotaract club of Jagriti for blind girls 
 

It was truly inspiring to witness the 
confidence of the girls at the ceremony.  
 
The range of courses and coaching 
opportunities being offered from UPSC 
preparation to various sports, is remarkable. 
Their unwavering vision and determination, 
even while being physically without sight, 
was an inspiration! 
 
 

Members present: 
President Lekha Nair, Rtn Anil Bora, R'Ann Nafisa Kakaziwala, R'Ann Kalpana Merchant, R'Ann Salma Gauri, 
& Rtn Vaishali Karwa. 
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Medical Camp at Pasure Village, Bhor 
 
A medical camp was successfully organized by Rtn. PP Parmod 
Bhalla in Pasure Village, Bhor, on 8th September 2025, with the aim 
of providing much-needed healthcare services to the local 
community. 
 
A Paediatrician and Gynaecologist from Symbiosis University 
Hospital examined women and children, providing medical advice 
and guidance on their health concerns. Thanks to Rtn. Dr. Sarang 
Rote for the reference of Symbiosis. 
⁠ 
The Community Eye Care team, arranged by Rtn. Oni Kakajiwala, 
conducted eye check-ups for villagers and school children. 
 
Sanitary pads and booklets on menstrual awareness were 
distributed to school girls, contributed by Rtn. PP Madhu Rathi. 
⁠ 
The camp was attended by Medical Director - Rtn Vidya Saraf, 
R’ann Ranjana Bhalla, and RCPC President Rtn Lekha Nair. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is your area of 
expertise? Perhaps your 
area of interest? Or maybe 
the great influence? Your 
strength? 

Is it Medical? Education? 
Water, sanitation, hygiene? 
Maternal and child health? 
Community economic 
development? 
Environment?  

Whatever it is, reach out to 
our Directors on the Board 
and offer your service. 
Take the first important 
step. Reach out. 

En
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Horseracing event co-hosted by Rotary Club of Pune Central 
 
Galloping Thunderbolts – a horse racing event that brought a lot of Rotarians across District 3131 together, 
was held on 7th September 2025 held at Turf club, Racecourse Road, Pune. 
 
District 3131 sponsored one of the horse races. Rotary Club of Pune Central was a co-host in the event. The special 
race was broadcast live across India!  Rotary 3131 DG Santosh Marathe presented the Rotary trophy to the winning 
horse owner. 
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Sayudh School children visit AIPT 

  

IPP Brig Raja and Rtn Anil Bora organized a 
special visit for the deaf and mute children of 
Sayudh School to the Army Institute of 
Physical Training (AIPT), Hadapsar on 13th 
September 2025.  

The children enjoyed demonstrations of 
various sports, including swimming, 
basketball, martial arts, and other fitness 
activities. For these specially-abled children, it 
was a valuable and enriching experience and 
they enjoyed the day a lot 
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Drawing Inspiration From Uplifting Stories About Teachers 
 

Contributed by Rtn. Anil Bora. 
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……..And Then There Are Others Who Inspire Around Us…… 
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tête-à-tête with Krishna Kumar 
 

In Conversation with Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant 
 
When language meets purpose; purpose meets oration; oration meets intent; and intent meets execution, 
that is the intersection you meet Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant. It was a pleasure to know him, beyond what many 
of us about him. Read on and I promise you that you would be impressed with what you read. I think in the 
process, I figured out the secret of his youthful looks. 
 
Presenting Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant:  
 
Rtn. Suhas, you have an exemplary and enviable qualification. MTech from 
IIT Powai, and a Gold Medallist and a university topper. Could you tell us 
more about your academic accomplishments? 
I pursued my MTech (Structures) from IIT Bombay (formerly IIT Powai), an 
institution known not just for its academic rigor but also for nurturing 
leadership and innovation.  
 
Prior to that, I graduated as a Gold Medallist and university topper from 
Sardar Patel University in Civil Engineering, which laid the groundwork for my 
technical and analytical strengths. 
 

You have been in practically every aspect of the real estate industry, 
including RCC Design, construction, estimation, architectural design, 
procurement, legal, marketing, project management and now a leading real 
estate developer. Tell us about this passion and singular focus in the field. 
 
My passion for real estate was never confined to a single domain—it’s been a layered evolution, starting with the 
technical rigor of RCC design and from there, I immersed myself in estimation and architectural planning. 
Procurement and legal aspects sharpened my negotiation and compliance instincts, while marketing and project 
management demanded vision, empathy, and the ability ton rally diverse teams toward a shared goal. 
 
Today, as a developer, I see myself not just as a builder of properties, but as a steward of community growth and 
legacy. The field continues to challenge and inspire me, and I remain committed to blending innovation with integrity 
in every project. 
 
You have been in the Middle East, South Africa and other countries. How did this globe-trotting happen? 
My early work in engineering and real estate opened doors to international fields, particularly in the Middle East, 
where infrastructure and development projects were scaling rapidly.  I worked with BIPL in Abu Dhabi, Dubai & 
Sharjah on many projects. 
 
With BIPL I also worked in Iraq, Kenya & Algeria. 
 
On these projects I interacted with almost all major consultants from Europe. It was a chance to build bridges, learn 
from diverse teams, and bring back insights that shaped my ork as a developer and community leader. Back to India, 
I was Director of about 20 Real Estate companies of Kalpataru Builders at Mumbai. In India, I was a major contributor 
for guidelines on RERA, Housing & Urban Development Policies of Government. 
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You have been the President of the prestigious CREDAI and held other positions there. The real estate segment is 
the second-largest contributor to the GDP. How do you see the real estate segment developing over the years? Does 
it need an overhaul? 
Having served as President of CREDAI (Confederation of Real Estate Developers Association of Pune, PCMC and PMR 
areas), I held various leadership roles within the organization. I’ve had a front-row seat to the evolution of the real 
estate sector. It’s true: real estate is the second-largest contributor to India’s GDP, and its ripple effects touch 
employment, infrastructure, urban planning, and even social equity. Earlier I was founder Secretary of National 
CREDAI. 
The Real Estate sector is poised for a dynamic shift.  
Does It Need an Overhaul? Yes - and no. The foundation is strong, but the sector needs: 

 Professionalization: CREDAI’s recent collaboration with IIM Ahmedabad to launch the RED-L leadership 
program is a step in that direction. 

 Digitization of Land Records: A long-pending reform that could unlock smoother transactions and reduce 
litigation. 

 Affordable Housing Push: Not just in metros, but Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities where aspirations are rising. 
 Skill Development: From labor to leadership, the industry must invest in human capital to match global 

standards. 
 
My Vision 
I see real estate not just as brick and mortar, but as a canvas for nation-building. With the right blend of innovation, 
integrity, and inclusiveness, we can shape a sector that’s future-ready and globally benchmarked. 
 
You are a very busy person professionally. Yet, how do you find time for Rotary? 
 That’s a question I’m often asked—and it always brings a smile. 
 
The truth is, Rotary isn’t something I “fit into” my schedule. It’s woven into the very fabric of my purpose. While my 
professional life as a developer and strategist demands precision and planning, Rotary offers a different kind of 
fulfillment—one rooted in service, connection, and legacy. 
 
I’ve found that when something truly matters, you don’t find time - you make it. Rotary energizes me rather than 
exhausts me. It’s where my strategic mind meets my compassionate heart. 
 
Also, I’ve learned to integrate rather than compartmentalize. A site visit might turn into a conversation about 
vocational training. A committee meeting might spark ideas for a Rotary initiative. The overlap is natural, and the 
synergy is powerful. 
 
Rotary reminds me why I do what I do. It’s not just about building structures - it’s about building lives, relationships, 
and a better tomorrow. 
 
How relevant and integral is Rotary for you, and why? 
Rotary, for me, is not just relevant—it’s foundational. It’s the heartbeat of my commitment to service, leadership, and 
legacy. In a world that often moves fast and forgets the human touch, Rotary reminds me to pause, connect, and 
uplift. It’s where values like integrity, fellowship, and compassion aren’t just spoken—they’re lived. It’s integral because 
it aligns perfectly with who I am. 
 
Rotary is the bridge between my professional expertise and my personal mission. It allows me to channel my skills—
—into something larger than myself. And in doing so, it keeps me grounded, inspired, and connected. 
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 Tell us about your family. 
I’m blessed to have a family that’s been both my support system and my 
inspiration. Their values, encouragement, and quiet strength have 
shaped my approach to leadership, service, and life itself. They’ve stood 
by me through every chapter—from academic pursuits to global travel; 
from real estate ventures to community service.  
 
My wife Kalpana has a master’s degree in Biochemistry and has worked 
as a biochemist at Sassoon General Hospital and as a lecturer of 
biochemistry at Pune's prestigious B.J. Medical College. We are blessed 
with two daughters. Both are medical doctors & both went abroad for 
one year under Rotary Youth Exchange programme abroad. 
 

My elder daughter Purva is a Pediatric Dentist practicing in Seattle, USA. The younger daughter Pooja holds a master’s 
degree in public health and is currently working as a Vice President at Ask Bio which is a sister concern of Bayer and 
is based in New Jersey, USA. 
 
My mother late Smt. Leela Merchant was a senior freedom Fighter, MLA, Corporator, and connected with many social 
service organisations.  
 
My father, late Mr. R. C. Merchant was a medical doctor & professor at B.J. Medical college & Dean of Aurangabad 
Medical college.  
 
You have been the President of RCPC. When was that? According to you, how did Rotary evolve over the years in 
Pune? 
I had the privilege of serving as President of the RCPC during year 1991- 92 and was adjudged as the best president 
in the district. (Rotary weekly newsletter, goodwill visits to all clubs in Pune with a new team every week). This helped 
in bridging the gap between our club and other club especially the Marathi speaking clubs in the district. Later I also 
went to the US as Team Leader of Rotary Group Study Exchange Programme of The Rotary Foundation. 
 
I also contributed to Projects of RCPC like Jogging Park, Public toilets, School building, Housing for Earthquake affected 
people in Khillari, etc. Recently I completed 400 Bed Boys Hostel for needy students near Commerce College, Pune.  
 
🌱 Rotary’s Evolution in Pune: A Personal Perspective 
Over the years, Rotary in Pune has evolved from a network of service-minded professionals into a dynamic 
ecosystem of changemakers. Here’s how I’ve seen that transformation unfold: 
Earlier, Rotary was primarily known for its camaraderie and weekly meetings. Today, it’s a platform for scalable 
service—from mega eye-care camps to school infrastructure projects, the focus has shifted to measurable outcomes 
and long-term community upliftment. 
 
The rise of Rotaract and Interact clubs has infused fresh energy. Young leaders are now actively shaping projects, 
bringing digital fluency and social innovation to the table. 
 
Rotary clubs in Pune, including RCPC, have embraced structured planning, digital outreach, and strategic 
partnerships. Whether it’s CSR collaborations or district-wide seminars, the execution is sharper and more inclusive. 
 
Rotary has also become a custodian of local culture—organizing heritage walks, art exhibitions, and language-
inclusive events that celebrate Pune’s rich legacy while fostering unity. 
 

With daughters, sons-in-law and grandson 
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It’s no longer just about numbers. Clubs now focus on diverse, committed members who bring unique skills and 
perspectives. The emphasis is on retention, relevance, and relational depth. 
 

Serving as RCPC President was not just an honor—it was a chance to help steer this evolution. I saw firsthand how 
Rotary in Pune is no longer just a club—it’s a movement! 
 
What are your other interests besides Real estate and Rotary? 
I enjoy music, watching good movies & Marathi dramas, painting, travelling, reading self-
improvement and non-fictional books. I have even tried playing Golf & Snookers 
🌍 Travel & Hospitality 
• Planning immersive journeys: Whether it’s a heritage walk in Pune or a vegetarian-
friendly trip to Kashmir, I relish curating experiences that blend comfort, culture, and 
community. 
🧠 Lifelong Learning 
• Snooker and memory techniques: I’m always up for learning something new—
especially when it’s hands-on and practical. 
• Technology upgrades: From AI-powered hearing aids to smart devices, I enjoy 
evaluating innovations that enhance lifestyle and leadership. 
📈 Strategic Interests 
• Legal and real estate guidance: I’m resourceful in document management and enjoy 
helping others navigate complex decisions. 
💛 Community & Legacy 
• Mentorship and public speaking: I’m passionate about fostering youth development and sharing insights that uplift 
others. 
 
 Please share a message for new members. 

Welcome to Rotary – Where Service Meets Soul 🌟 

By joining Rotary, you’ve stepped into a global fellowship of 
changemakers—people who believe that service above self isn’t just a 
motto, but a way of life. 
Here, you’ll find more than meetings and projects. You’ll find purpose. 
You’ll find friendships that transcend professions, borders, and 
generations. 
You’ll discover that a simple idea—when shared with the right people—can 
transform lives. 
As you begin, remember: 
•  Every voice matters. Yours included. 
•  Every act of kindness counts. No gesture is too small. 
•  Every Rotarian is a leader. Lead with empathy, curiosity, and courage. 
Rotary is not just about what we do, it’s about who we become in the 

process. So, dive in. Ask questions. Share your strengths. And most importantly, enjoy the journey. 
 
 
 
  

Kalpana & Suhas take 
part in Marathon.  

With Rotary Foundation programme 
Group Study Exchange Team as 
Leader to New Jersey-US 
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An Interview with Rtn. Kripashankar   
 

Kripashankar is an unassuming person. Behind the endearing smile is a 
personality who is successful at whatever he does. The man with the 
Midas touch. Business, career, managing a large organisation with 
pathbreaking technology, family, or be it pursuing various personal skills! 
Hear it from him.  
 
If you were to introduce yourself to a fellow passenger on a flight, how 
would you do it? 
Hi, I’m Kripashankar Rajappa—most people call me Kripa. I’m an Executive 
Vice President at Capgemini, a French technology and consulting firm. I 
currently lead operations and special projects within our financial services 
division, which generates several billion euros in annual revenue. 
 
Kripa, help us trace your career as a Senior faculty at NIIT to Capgemini.  
I began my career training to be a cost accountant in the 1980s, just as 
computers were gaining popularity. NIIT was the go-to place for learning 
programming, and my experience there was so enriching that I joined as a 
faculty member. This marked my entry into the tech world. 
 

After a few years of teaching, I transitioned to configuring and selling Novell networks at Nexus Computers (formerly 
Aurelec, a French company in Auroville). I then learned mainframe programming at ER&DC in Trivandrum and joined 
L&T’s exports division, Unit 9, where we migrated applications from Bull to IBM’s ES-9000 systems. 
 
As the industry buzzed with opportunities abroad, I joined Syntel Inc., which had just secured a major outsourcing 
deal with AIG. The backlash in the US was intense—visa rejections and even blacklisting of Syntel followed. This 
prompted me to rethink my path. 
 
That’s when I met the founders of Kanbay Inc., who offered me a blank slate to help build a consulting organization. 
It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, and I embraced it fully. Kanbay was a true startup—open culture, no 
hierarchies, and employee-first values. We eventually focused on financial services, went public, and I had the honor 
of ringing the Nasdaq bell in July 2004. 
 
Kanbay was later acquired by Capgemini, which was expanding its US offerings and India presence. Since then, I’ve 
grown within Capgemini, taking on diverse roles and continuing the journey I started decades ago. 
 
You are employee No. 1 at Capgemini. How does it feel after 30 years at Capgemini. 
Being called Employee No. 1 at Capgemini is both nostalgic and deeply emotional—a true “Govinda moment” for me. 
I never imagined staying with one organization for this long, but the journey we’ve had—shaping and building 
something meaningful together—made it feel natural. It’s a source of pride, and at the same time, a humbling 
experience. 
 
The present generation moves jobs easily. 30 years in one company is no longer the sign of prudence. What is your 
comment on that?  
Job-hopping isn’t new—I did my fair share early in my career too. What truly matters is finding work that brings you 
joy and aligns with your passion. When you love what you do, everything else fades into the background. You stay 
focused, fulfilled, and rarely feel the need to look elsewhere. 
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That’s the advice I give my team: treat every task as meaningful. Think deeply about how your work impacts the end 
customer. Even something as routine as cleaning a restroom has a ripple effect—imagine the chaos if the janitor 
doesn’t show up! 
 
If you’re not enjoying what you do, don’t just stick around for the paycheck. Look for the door—and walk through it 
with purpose. 
 
Give us your evolution as a Puneite. Where do you hail from? Your roots? 
This is my 4th stint in Pune. I moved here in March of 1995 and have seen this city grow. What was a sleepy town is 
now a bustling Automotive and IT HUB of our country. We hail from Dharapuram a small town near Coimbatore. 
Unfortunately, not much is left in our village for us to go back to. Most of my relatives have moved out of the town to 
cities across the globe.  
 
 Share with us about your family. 
We are a family of 4. My wife hails from Coimbatore and I met her at my workplace in NIIT and we are together since. 
We are blessed with two daughters. Sanjanaa and shruthi. Both have completed their undergrad in the US.  Sanjanaa 
is married to Jinesh Marfatia recently and now she has moved from Boston to Bengaluru. Shruthi works for Vanguard 
in the US and lives in Philadelphia.    
 
 You have travelled widely. So where were those career adventures? And which country would you rate as your 
favourite?  
I have travelled extensively across the globe and worked in India/UK/US/Singapore. Of the lot I enjoyed the most in 
Salinas-California. A small town near Monterey. Windy beach and a great scenic landscape to drive around. 
 
Which facet of Kripa do most people not know about? Would you like to share it with us?  
I have a good eye for details. Fortunately, or unfortunately, I can find flaws very well. I am also a good handyman. I 
like to assemble furniture, fix electric issues, open and clean my sound systems, fix plumbing issues and polish 
furniture’s etc.  This is one of the reasons why I wanted to participate in the vocational training aspect of our Rotary 
club.  I feel there is a lot can be done in skilling people to use the right tools for the right job.  
 
 What does family time look like for a busy many like you? How do you balance work and life? I am separating work 
from life here. 
I wouldn’t say I mastered the art of work-life balance. What made it all possible was my incredibly supportive wife—
she managed the home front so seamlessly that I could focus fully on work, travel, and take the career risks I needed 
to. She was my anchor through it all. 
 
Family time, when it happened, was simple and special: sitting together, sipping hot chocolate, and watching holiday 
movies—especially animated ones or the Marvel series. It’s those quiet, shared moments that made the chaos of a 
busy life feel worth it. 
 
What is your Rotary objective? 
My Rotary objective is to actively engage with the society we live in and help bridge skill gaps in the unorganized 
sector—especially among plumbers, electricians, masons, and similar trades. There’s a significant opportunity to 
upskill these professionals with modern tools and techniques. The goal is to move from a “single tester” electrician to 
a fully equipped, tech-savvy professional who can deliver quality with efficiency. It’s about empowering people to do 
better work and live better lives.  
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It was truly gratifying to know you better, Kripa. It would be wonderful to leverage your knowledge and experience 
at Rotary.  
I had too much travel to do during August. We had a family safari holidays in Kenya. It was wonderful to take some 
time off and be with the nature. You will see me more from now on.  
 
 Any message for our members? 
It’s a pleasure meeting so many leaders from a variety of fields in one room first it was intimidating but over time it’s 
been wonderful experience and learning. Thank you everyone for embracing us and showing us your warmth and 
positivity. I hope to have a great run over the coming years.   
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Rotary District / National / International News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For inspiration read: 

https://www.rotary.org/en/creative-

thinking-helps-fund-early-childhood-



 

 

19 

Did you know? 
 

Rotary India’s Achievements: 

 

 

 

Rotary Club of Pune Central – About RCPC  

 
The Rotary Club of Pune Central (RCPC) has a strong history of impactful community service implementing 
projects benefiting thousands of people across various categories like disease prevention, education, and 
environmental support, and initiating a unique annual "Spirit of Giving" event that fosters significant member 
involvement.  
 

 Fundraising Success:  
In 2024, RCPC raised ₹1.2 crore from 118 members in just 45 minutes during their annual "Spirit of Giving" 
fundraising festival.  
 

 District Recognition:  
The club was awarded #1 Best Club in Rotary International District 3131 in the 2017-18 Rotary year.  
 

 Impactful Projects: 
 Implemented numerous projects in areas such as Disease Prevention and Treatment, Basic 

Education and Literacy, Water, Sanitation & Hygiene, Supporting the Environment, Community 
and Economic Development, and Maternal & Child Health.  

 

 Spirit of Giving:  
An annual event where members pledge funds for specific service projects that resonate with them, 
encouraging both financial support and personal involvement.  
 

 Rotary Club of Pune Central Charity Trust (RCPCCT):  
The funding arm of the club, responsible for implementing its various large-scale impactful projects.  
 

Focus Areas 
 Community Service:  

The club's primary focus is providing service to underprivileged communities locally and globally.  
 Member Engagement:  

The club emphasizes active member participation and connection to the causes it supports.  



 

 

20 

Rotary Acronyms 
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Rcpc Member Corner 
 

Balcony – a poem by Rtn. Pankaj Mehrotra (पंकज " मस्त ") 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This poem is inspired by an article in TOI  on 22 Oct 2013 by Monica Bathija, photo by Aesha Taleyarkhan 
  

जह ाँ से पड़ोसन की cousin से आाँखें च र हुईं  

जह ाँ छत्तीसों व रद तें , य र , हुईं  

जह ाँ तक रुम ल में ललपट  पत्थर आत  थ   
जह ाँ इत्र उस खत की य द ददल त  थ   

 

व़ो छज्ज  उस हवेली की Balcony परु नी  
जजस में बठै  करत ेथ ेमेरे न न  न नी  

अब त़ो पररव र भी इतन  छ़ोट  ह़ो गय   
कक balcony बन ने क  fashion गमु ह़ो गय  

Glaze करव  दी , frosted glass लग  ददय  
ह य , balcony क़ो जैसे  कफन पहन  ददय ! 

अरे दनुनय  व लों मुझ ेवरद न ददलव  द़ो 
इन क़ोफ़्त क़ोठों से आज द करव  द़ो 

 
थ़ोडी छनी धूप, थ़ोड  ब ररश क  आघ ज 

कहीीं लमश्री सी मीठी क़ोयल की आव ज 

कहीीं आती पूरब से महकी सी हव  
बीम र है ये आलशक, दे द़ो ये दव  

 
ऐस  न  ह़ो क़ोई ह़ो ज ए अनह़ोनी 

बनव  देन  कब्र पे एक Balcony ।। 

 

Generation next 
By Krishna Kumar Srinivasan 
 
Young thoughts spreading green fragrance 
Intelligent hands holding pages of possibilities 
Eager ears controlling conversations 
Nimble fingers texting volumes in few words 
Confident legs walking into a chosen future 
Lean stomachs hungry for the complex 
Expanding chests holding hearts that pump 
Pursed lips that pay attention to the spoken 
Penetrating eyes that look for lines in between 
Move away. Spread out. Join your hands. Clap. 

It is time to cheer. The heroes are walking the aisle. 
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News from London, from Rtn. Julius Rocque 
 
Rtn. Lt Col Julius Rocque and R’Ann Dr Madhu Rocque in the company of Rotarians, Rotary Club of Alresford, London, 
UK on 07 Sep 25.  
 
Rtn. Lt Col Julius Rocque and R’Ann Dr Madhu Rocque attended Alresford Show 2️02️5. They were invited to the club 
meeting. 
 
Also, they had the great pleasure of attending the weekly meeting and dinner with Rotary Club of Basingstoke, Rotary 
District-1110. They had the honour of being the guests alongside with The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane 2025/26 
Cllr Colin Phillimore and were accorded a traditional welcome. Rotary Club Flags were exchanged. Rtn. Lt Col Rocque 
had the opportunity to speak about RCPC. They were amazed to know that we have more than 125 members.  
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WAYS TO 

GIVE 
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What to Expect in the Next Four Weeks 
 

 

 September 20 — Fundraising RY 2025-26 
 

 September 28 — To be announced.  
 

 October 4 — To be announced.  
  

 October 12 — To be announced.  
 

 
 

Celebrations 
  

 
Rtn / R’Ann 
Rtn. Jitendra Sandu  
Rtn. Shireesh Nadkar 
Rtn. PP Parmod Kumar Bhalla  
Mr. Neelimkumar Khaire  
Rtn. Narendra Sanghvi  
Rtn. PP Sanjiv Kumar 
R’Ann Indu Tyagi 
Rtn. Vineet Jain 
R’Ann Yasmin Patel 
 
 

 
 
Birthday 
September 18 
September 20 
September 23 
September 23 
September 24 
September 25 
September 26 
September 28 
September 30 
 

  
 
Member and Spouse 
Rtn. Raman and R’Ann Alka Nanda 

 
 
Wedding Anniversary 
September 24 

 


