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From The President’s Desk 
 

Dear Rotarians & R’Anns, 
 
It is with a heavy heart that I begin this week’s message by expressing our deepest condolences 
to the families and loved ones of those who tragically lost their lives in the recent attack in 

Pahalgam. Such senseless violence reminds us of the fragility of peace and the importance of the 
values we hold dear — compassion, service, and unity. 

  

As we move through the month, we also reflect on Rotary International’s theme for April — Maternal and Child Health. 
This focus reminds us that even small acts of service can make a profound difference in the lives of women and children 
across the world. Let us continue to support initiatives that empower mothers, protect children, and build healthier 
communities. 
  

I warmly invite you to join us for this week’s meeting, which promises to be both thought-provoking and inspiring. We 
are honoured to host Mr. Balvinder Chandiok, Program Director at the International Art of Living Foundation, who will 
speak on ‘The Invisible Thread: How Karma Shapes Our Choices’. This universally relevant topic offers deep insights 
into how our actions influence our lives and the world around us. 
 

Mr. Chandiok is a distinguished speaker and a facilitator of mindfulness and leadership development programs. As a 
core member of APEX (Achieving Personal Excellence) — AOL’s corporate leadership initiative — he has worked with 
top professionals across organisations such as Google, Microsoft, Cummins, Tata Enterprises, and Amazon. His 
teachings empower individuals to move beyond perfection and tap into their fullest potential. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all this evening at 6:30 PM at Poona Club Hall No. 1 for what promises to be a truly 
enlightening session with a renowned speaker we are privileged to host. 
 

Warm regards, 

 

Rtn Brigadier PKM Raja 
President RY 2024-25 
Rotary Club of Pune Central 
 
 



 

 

Today 
 
We are happy to inform you about our upcoming weekly meeting today Saturday, 26th April at 6:30 PM at Poona 
Club Hall No. 1. 
 

We will have a talk on “The Invisible Thread: How Karma Shapes our choices” by Mr. Balvinder 
Chandiok, Program Director at the International Art of Living Foundation (AOL). 

 

We are privileged to have Mr. Chandiok with us, and deeply appreciate him making time for our 
Club despite his demanding schedule. 
 

Therefore, please do join us for what promises to be a truly inspiring evening. 
 

IceBreaker Fellowship: Don’t miss out on the camaraderie and conversations that follow! 
  

Additionally, there will be a half-hour Pre-Meeting Fellowship starting at 6:30 PM, with the meeting 
officially commencing at 7:00 PM. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all at Saturday, 26th April 2025 at 6:30 PM at Poona Club -  Conference Hall 1. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there!  
 
 
 
 

The Week That Was Before – April 12, 2025 
(From Rtn. Sagar Khandelwal) 
 
The weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Pune Central held on Saturday, April 12, 2025, was a delightful blend of 
inspiration, celebration, and culture. 
 

The meeting commenced with the National Anthem, setting the tone for another spirited session. President Rtn. Brig. 
PKM Raja shared his address, highlighting ongoing initiatives and appreciating the contributions of members to the 
Club’s causes. 
 

A special salute to the spirit of giving was extended to Rtn. Raman Nanda for his generous contribution of ₹25,000 
towards an RCPC project. Members also celebrated the successful inauguration of the Deep CCT Project at Bhosare, 
led by Rtn. Giri Sakhrani, a remarkable effort aimed at raising the water table in the region. 
 

The Conference hall was filled with joy as the Club extended birthday and anniversary wishes to: 
 

Rtn. PP Arvind Saraf (17 April), Rtn. Gurvinder Singh (25 April), Rtn. Pankaj Mehrotra (25 April),  R’Ann Archana Biyani 
(21 April), R’Ann Neena Malhotra (23 April) 

 
Rtn. Sanjiv & R’Ann Tanuja Agarwal (15 April), Rtn. Aseem & R’Ann Alka Srivastav (15 April), Rtn Vaishali Karwa & Rtn 
Sanjay Karwa (16 April), Rtn. Vimal & R’Ann Krishna Saboo (18 April), Rtn. Rajesh & R’Ann Dr. Pushpa Yadav (19 April), 
Rtn. Shireesh & R’Ann Mukta Nadkar (25 April) 
 

The highlight of the evening was a thought-provoking talk by Rtn. Gurvinder Singh on “The Founding of Universal 
Brotherhood by Shri Guru Gobind Singhji”. His insights left the audience deeply moved and inspired by the timeless 
values of unity, equality, and service. 
 



 

 

The session ended on a high-spirited note as members joyfully participated in a fun-filled Bhangra and Gidda dance 
activity, learning the basics of these vibrant Punjabi folk dances. 
 

President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja delivered the Vote of Thanks, followed by the adjournment of the meeting. 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

District Rotary CSR Awards Function – 18 April 2025, Hyatt Regency 
 
Rotary Club of Pune Central (RCPC) was proud to co-host the prestigious District Rotary CSR Awards Function held on 
18 April 2025 at the Hyatt Regency. The event in its third year was a grand success, drawing a packed audience of 
corporate leaders, Rotarians, and esteemed guests. 
  

Vice Admiral Gurcharan Singh, AVSM, NM, graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and presented the awards during 
the ceremony. 
 

Our esteemed AKS members, Rtn. Nitin Desai and Rtn. PP Ajay Dubey, attended the event as special invitees. 
 

A moment of pride for RCPC came when Rtn. Nitin Desai and Rtn. Yogesh Desai, representing Desai Brothers, received 
a prestigious CSR Award from Chief Guest Vice Admiral Gurcharan Singh. 
 

RCPC’s own Rtn. PP Rakesh Bhargava and Rtn. PP Ravi Kapoor, as members of the District Managing Committee, played 
key roles in the meticulous planning and flawless execution of the event. Their efforts were instrumental in making the 
function a resounding success. 
 

RCPC was entrusted with managing the Corporate Award Winners, Jury Members, and Dignitaries—a responsibility 
carried out with precision and professionalism. The dedicated RCPC team included PE Lekha Nair, Rtn. Sagar 
Khandelwal, Rtn. Raman Nanda, Rtn. Vipen Malhotra, Rtn. Shireesh Nadkar, Rtn. Krishna Kumar, and Brigadier Raja. 
Special recognition goes to PP Uday Dharmadhikari for his vital role in coordinating the participation of key Jury 
members and the Master of Ceremonies who was from Mumbai. 
 

  
 
 

 

  



 

 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  



 

 

Jagruti Interact Club – Summer Camp 2025 for Blind Girls 
 
The Jagruti Interact Club – Summer Camp 2025 was held at the NFBM Jagruti School for Blind Girls in Alandi Devachi, 
Pune, from 18th to 26th April 2025. The camp was hosted by the Rotary Club of Pune Central and jointly sponsored by 
the Inner Wheel Club of Pune Central and the Rotary Club of Pune University. 
 

This annual event, now in its eighteenth year, is fully funded and supported by the Rotary Club of Pune Central—an 
initiative originally founded by Rtn. Anil Bora, whose vision brought this unique and impactful program to life. 
 

The children enjoyed a week filled with fun, learning, and enrichment. The camp featured outdoor excursions and 
inspiring sessions from renowned motivational speakers, much to the delight of the nearly ninety residents of this 
special residential school. The program owes much of its success to Ms. Sakina Bedi and her dedicated team—
comprised of over 90% women, many of whom are visually impaired themselves—who work tirelessly to empower and 
uplift these young girls. 
 
 

  
  

  
  



 

 

  
  

  
 
 

50 things every Rotarian should know about Rotary 
(Inputs from Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant) 
 
 

34 - ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS (RYLA) 
 
Each summer thousands of young people are selected to attend Rotary-sponsored leadership camps or seminars in 
the United States, Australia, Canada, India, France, Argentina, Korea and numerous other countries. In an informal out-
of-doors atmosphere, 50 to 75 outstanding young men and/or women spend a week in a challenging program of 
discussions, inspirational addresses, leadership training and social activities designed to enhance personal 
development, leadership skills and good citizenship. The official name of this activity is the Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards program (RYLA), although the event is occasionally referred to as Camp Royal, Camp Enterprise, Youth Leaders 
Seminars, Youth Conferences or other terms. 
 
The RYLA program began in Australia in 1959, when young people throughout the state of Queensland were selected 
to meet with Princess Alexandra, the young cousin of Queen Elizabeth II. The Rotarians of Brisbane, who hosted the 
participants, were impressed with the quality of the young leaders. It was decided to bring youth leaders together each 
year for a week of social, cultural and educational activities. The RYLA program gradually grew throughout all the Rotary 
districts of Australia and New Zealand. In 1971, the RI Board of Directors adopted RYLA as an official program of Rotary 
International. 



 

 

From the Editor 
 
 

Dear Rtns and R’Anns 
 

As we step into the vibrant tapestry of spring, the world awakens with renewed vitality. The gentle warmth of the sun, 
the sweet songs of birds, and the vibrant hues of blooming flowers all conspire to remind us of the beauty of new 
beginnings. 
 

In this season of renewal, let us take a moment to reflect on the incredible potential that lies within each of us. May we 
be inspired to nurture our passions, to cultivate compassion, and to embrace the unique journey that unfolds before 
us. 
 

As we embark on this fresh chapter, let us hold dear the values of love, kindness, and resilience that guide us. May our 
hearts remain open to the beauty of the world around us, and may our spirits continue to soar with hope and joy. 
 

Warmest wishes for a spring filled with wonder, growth, and happiness! 
 

Behzad Randeria 
 
 

What to Expect in the Next Four Weeks 
 

 

 May 03 –  Talk by our Rtn Sunil Deshmukh about his book ‘Videshmukhi’ (Foreigner). A passion story of a 
wonderful personality whose sheer determination and ambition turned life into an inspiring golden success 
story! 
 

 May 10  –  Program by Rtn PP Dr Madhavi Vaze & Dr Madhvi Kshettry Sub Groups. 
 

 May 17  –  Talk by Dr Ashish Pardeshi  on ‘Prostate Health’ 
 

 May 24  –  Program by Rtn PP Narayandas Rathi 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 
Rtn / R’Ann 
R’Ann Meena Desai 
Rtn. Sameer Desai  

 
Birthday 
April 30 
April 30 

   Member and Spouse 
Rtn. Madhvi and Mr. Sonjoy Kshettry 
Rtn. PP Sukhminder and R’Ann Sweety Kalra 
Rtn. IPP Ajay and R’Ann Dipti Chitnis 
Rtn. Dr. Abhimanyu and R’Ann Smita Pingale 

 

Wedding Anniversary 
April 29 
April 30 
May 01 
May 02 
 

 


