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From The President’s Desk

Dear Rotarians & R'Anns,

. ‘Love All, Serve All; Help Ever, Hurt Never’

This week has been a powerful reminder of the profound impact that the simple act of giving

can have on others. We have witnessed firsthand the joy and light it brings, not just to the
beneficiaries, but to all of us who have been privileged to witness these moments. From the
donation of 10 laptops to the Zilla Parishad Upper Primary School in Dhanore, which will significantly aid in the
educational development of the students, to the heartfelt contribution of a Van to Malganga New Vision College,
specifically to assist the physically handicapped and visually impaired students in commuting from their hostel to
the college—each act of kindness has had an immense ripple effect.

Furthermore, we were deeply moved by the incredible generosity of Rtn PP Madhu Rathi, who donated a Car to ITI
Male, enabling their trainees to receive practical driving training. These are not just charitable acts; they represent
a transformation in the lives of many individuals who face immense challenges.

It was truly emotional to see how something that we often take for granted, such as basic transportation or
educational resources, can be beyond the reach of so many in our community. We were left with a lump in our
throats, reflecting on how privileged we are to have the comforts and opportunities that come with our daily lives.
These moments have reinforced the importance of appreciating what we have and, more importantly, recognizing
the power we possess to make a difference.

On another exciting note, today we are honoured to have a remarkable speaker with us, Mr. Mahesh Khatri, who
is flying all the way from Jodhpur just to share his valuable insights with us. Mahesh will be addressing us on the
topic ‘Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Sustainability.” With his extensive experience as a co-founder of IT
companies in the USA and his current leadership in the field of Electric Vehicles (EV) and Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS), Mahesh brings a wealth of knowledge that | am sure will inspire and enlighten us all.

| am personally looking forward to welcoming you all this evening at 6.30 PM at the Poona Club Hall No.1. It
promises to be an exciting and enriching session, and | encourage you all to attend and make the most of this
opportunity.

Warm regards,

Rtn Brigadier PKM Raja
President RY 2024-25
Rotary Club of Pune Central

CLUB NUMBER : 021813 | RI DISTRICT : 3131

The Bulletin contains news and views from the RCPC and Rotary community and may not reflect the view of RCPC's Board of Directors



All of you are invited you to a highly insightful talk on the topic ‘Entrepreneurship,
Innovation & Sustainability’, by Mr Mahesh Khatri who is the Co-Founder of IT
Companies in USA and now spearheading advancements in Electric Vehicles (EV) and
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) on Saturday, 5th April 2025 at 6:30 PM at Poona
Club - Conference Hall 1.

Mahesh Khatri is a serial entrepreneur with experience of multiple successful startups. As an
engineering graduate from Rajasthan University, his professional career started with a short
lived work experience for Accenture followed with his first startup “AJM Softwares”, an IT
development and consulting business. Over the next decade he helped more than 100 startups with their
technology stack and worked with Fortune 500 giants like Johnson & Johnson & Fiat etc.

During his tenure at AIM, he founded 3 USA based startups as a technical counterpart and played a vital role in
successful acquisition of two of them with MyCivicApps being the most notable. My Civic Apps is a mobile & cloud
based citizen engagement platform that hosted more than 200 city applications at the time of acquisition by Tyler
Technologies in 2019. He was responsible for end-to-end technology development, establishing teams and other
aspects of the products. He also played a significant role in the creation of Adapt Inc as a co-founder, which he
continued for 8 years before going to stand on his own.

Mahesh'’s latest venture is in the EV (2 wheeler) space, and it is looking to disrupt the mobility market globally with
features, technology, and value that is never heard of or seen before. Idan Motor Private Limited is Mumbai, India
based EV startup officially incorporated in July 2020. IDAN is driven by the true belief that it is time for all of us to
be “Future Ready” and that everyone enjoys mobility cost-effectively, with unmatched tech and no guilt, hence
contributing to the greater good of global sustainability targets.

IceBreaker Fellowship: Don't miss out on the camaraderie and conversations that follow!

Additionally, there will be a half-hour Pre-Meeting Fellowship starting at 6:30 PM, with the meeting officially
commencing at 7:00 PM.

Looking forward to seeing you all at Saturday, 5th April 2025 at 6:30 PM at Poona Club - Conference Hall 1.

We look forward to seeing you there!

The Week That Was - March 29, 2025

(From Rtn. Sagar Khandelwal)

The 32" weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Pune Central, held on March 29, 2025, was an evening filled with
inspiration, entertainment, and camaraderie.

Call to Order & Welcome
President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja called the meeting to order, setting a formal yet engaging tone for the evening. The
session began with the National Anthem.

The visiting Rotarians and Guests were welcomed. President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja then shared key updates on the
club activities,
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The club appreciated the generosity of following members who have significantly contributed to Rotary’s initiatives:
¢ Rtn. PP Narayandas Rathi INR 4,00,000
e Rtn. Nitin Rajore - INR 1,54,600
e Rtn. Giri Sakhrani - INR 75,000.
e Rtn. PP Ajay Dubey - INR 25,000

President’s Report & Pleasantries
The Club extended birthday and anniversary wishes to our esteemed members:

Birthday:
e R'Ann Rashi Sharma: March 29
e Rtn. Dr. Shona Nag: April 3

Anniversaries:
e Rtn. Kanwal & R’Ann Urvashi Guliani- March 29

The Indian Diabetic
A talk on the topic “The Indian Diabetic” by the Director Diabetes Unit of K.E.M. Hospital, Pune, Dr. Ranjan Yajnik
was given on Saturday March 29, 2025.

Vote of Thanks & Mini Fellowship

President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja concluded the meeting with a heartfelt vote of thanks, expressing gratitude to all the
speakers and attendees. The evening ended with a delightful mini fellowship, providing an opportunity for
members to unwind and engage in lively conversations.
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Induction - Ghar Wapsi

Thanks to the continued support of our members—more of which is always needed—we are excited to enter
celebration mode on Saturday, April 5, 2025. We will be welcoming one of our former Presidents and long-time
members back into the RCPC family through a special "Ghar Wapsi" ceremony. The induction will take place during
our regular meeting on Saturday, April 5, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. at Poona Club - Conference Hall 1.

A brief introduction of the new member is as follows:

Mr. Munir Chinoy

Mr. Munir Chinoy was born on February 26, 1940. He completed his schooling at Bishop's
{P“ School, Pune, followed by a B.Com. degree from BMCC, where he topped the University in his
second year.

’ﬁ L

Mr. Chinoy began his career with Bombay Garage as a Sales Executive. After the company
was sold, he and his brother founded a business manufacturing bag-making and pouch-
making machines. Additionally, he was appointed as a distributor for Siltap Chemicals and a
dealer for Supreme Industries.

Beyond his professional career, Mr. Chinoy has been deeply involved in social work, particularly in the field of
education. He has served as a Senate member of the Modern Education Society (Wadia College), a trustee of
Moledina School, and a member of the WIAA committee. He has also held the position of President of Poona Club.
Currently, he is a Trustee and Board Member of the Anjum Islam Campus in Pune, which educates over 3,500 girls.
The campus includes an orphanage, schools, a junior college, and a polytechnic, all exclusively for girls, and it will
celebrate its centenary this year.

Mr. Chinoy was a member of RCPC from 1993 to 2022 and served as the President of the Rotary Club of Pune
Central during RY 2010-11.

Please join us in welcoming Mr. Munir Chinoy back to RCPC!

Donated Mini Van to Malganga New Vision College, Takli Haji, Shirur

and Inauguration of Science Laboratory

The Rotary Club of Pune Central has donated a van worth Rs 3.5 Lakhs to Malganga New Vision College of Arts &
Science, Takli Haji. This van will be used to transport physically and visually impaired students from the hostel to
the college premises, located 3 kilometers away.

Thanks to the generous contributions from Mr. Ranjit Sharma, 3 A Composites India Pvt Ltd, and Rtn. Ashish Goyal,
Co-Founder and CFO of Fibe (formerly Early Salary), the college now has three fully-equipped science laboratories.
These labs were inaugurated today in the presence of Rtn. President Brigadier Raja, IPP Cmde. Ajay Chitnis, Rtn. PP
Ravi Kapoor, Rtn. Vaishali Karwa, Rtn. Jeevan Mahaldar, Mr. Ranjit Sharma, representatives from 3A Composites,
and Ms. Monica Anshul Mishra from Fibe (formerly Early Salary) and others.
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Donated Laptops and UPS to ZP Upper Primary School Dhanore

On April 2, 2025, the Rotary Club of Pune Central (RCPC) and Rotary Club of Pune Deccan Gymkhana, in
collaboration with Tech Mahindra Foundation, donated 10 laptops and 10 UPS units to the Zilla Parishad Upper
Primary School in Dhanore.

The event was graced by Brigadier PKM Raja, President of RCPC, and Rtn Sarita Goenka, President Elect of RC Pune
Deccan Gymkhana, who were present to oversee the donation ceremony.

Rtn. PP Madhu Rathi magnanimously donated a Car costing Rs 3.2 Lakhs through Rotary Club of Pune Central to ITI
Male to start a Driving School. Thank you for your generosity Rtn PP Madhu Rathi!

AU A0 Malasest
Boor: 1wy
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50 things every Rotarian should know about Rotary
(Inputs from Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant)

32 - RECREATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL FELLOWSHIPS

From stamp collecting to wine appreciation, the hobbies of Rotarians are as diverse as the membership itself. Yet,
among the more than one million Rotarians worldwide, an amateur-radio enthusiast or a chess player is bound to
find others who share the same passions. But Recreational Fellowship members share more than just their
common interest in sport diving or Esperanto; they share an interest in fellowship and service and in promoting
world understanding. As such, it's no wonder that the International Skiing Fellowship of Rotarians donates the
profits from ski events to The Rotary Foundation or that the Flying Rotarians help ferry medical personnel and
supplies.

One has only to look at the types of Vocational Fellowships to recognize how they differ from their recreational
counterparts. With Rotarians united by their shared professional interest in such fields as Hospital Administration
and Finance/Banking, it's obvious that Vocational Service is as important a concern as international fellowship to
the members of these groups. Members exchange technical information and seek opportunities to employ their
expertise in service not just to their own communities and countries, but to their professions as well. For example,
the Ophthalmology International Vocational Fellowship organized a professional seminar on the subject of eye
surgery in developing countries.

Cast in Stone, the Gravestone

By Rtn. Pankaj Mehrotra

An Epitaph, attempt at immortality;

Man's attempt at leaving his stamp,

But, an exercise in abject futility.

Who cares when cobwebs and thorns adorn

The cold slabs on which the candle wax had dried?

Who really laughed with you when living, say...

Who really cried when you died??

When one donates items to friends it is friendship.

When one accepts a gift, it is an act of friendship & respect.

When one humbly donates to a charity, any charity, one elevates himself in his own eyes.
When one donates to a proven & ethical charity, one derives satisfaction of doing his bit for his
society/nation/mother earth.

These lessons cannot be taught.

They have to be learnt by individuals, themselves.
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Guddi Padwa: A Celebration of Renewal

In vibrant hues, the day unfolds,

Guddi Padwa, a tale to be told.

A time of hope, of new beginnings too,

A celebration that marks the year anew.

The Gudhi soars, a majestic sight,

A symbol of triumph, of victory's light.

The saffron flag, a beacon bright,

Invites prosperity, and banishes the night.

The earthy scent of fresh green leaves,

Echoes the promise of life that it receives.

The rustling wind whispers tales of old,

As nature awakens, young and bold.

In this festive season, let's come together,

To cherish the bonds that forever will weather.
Let's sow the seeds of love, of kindness and care,
And nurture the dreams that we've yet to share.
As the sun shines bright on this auspicious day,
May our hearts be filled with joy in every way.
May the spirit of Guddi Padwa guide us along,
And may our lives be blessed with happiness and song

The Significance of Guddi Padwa

Guddi Padwa, also known as Gudi Padwa, is a significant festival in the Indian state of Maharashtra, celebrated on
the first day of the Chaitra month of the Hindu calendar. This festival marks the beginning of the new year and is
observed with great enthusiasm and fervor.

Mythological Significance
According to Hindu mythology, Guddi Padwa commemorates the day when Lord Brahma created the universe. It
is also believed to be the day when Lord Rama returned to Ayodhya after his victory over Ravana.

Cultural Significance
Guddi Padwa is a celebration of the arrival of spring and the harvest season. It is a time for renewal and
rejuvenation, and people come together to celebrate with family and friends.

Traditions and Customs
Some of the traditional customs and rituals associated with Guddi Padwa include:
¢ Hoisting the Gudhi: A colorful cloth or flag is hoisted outside homes, symbolizing victory and prosperity.
e Decorating Homes: Homes are decorated with intricate rangoli designs, flowers, and other decorations.
e Traditional Food: Special dishes such as shrikhand, puri, and sabzi are prepared and shared with family
and friends.
e Pujas and Rituals: Special pujas and rituals are performed to seek blessings and prosperity.

Economic Significance

Guddi Padwa is also considered an auspicious day for buying new things, especially gold and silver jewellery. It is
believed that buying new items on this day will bring prosperity and good fortune throughout the year.

Overall, Guddi Padwa is a significant festival that marks the beginning of the new year and is a celebration of
renewal, rejuvenation, and prosperity.
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Embracing Renewal: Letting Go of the Old, Embracing the New

As we step into a new cycle, it's the perfect opportunity to reflect on what no longer serves us. Letting go of old

patterns, attitudes, and energies allows us to make space for the new. It's time to renew our minds, hearts, and

spirits. Repeat these affirmations to yourself, allowing the old to fade away and the new to emerge.
1. Irelease the old, making room for the new and improved.

With each breath, | let go of what no longer serves me.

| am open to change, embracing it with courage and curiosity.

My heart and mind are receptive to new experiences and knowledge.

| trust that every ending marks a new beginning.

| am strong and capable of navigating life's transitions.

Renewal and growth are always available to me.

| choose to see challenges as opportunities for growth.

9. My spiritis resilient and adaptable.

10. | release fear, embracing faith and trust in the universe's plan.

11. I am worthy of new beginnings and fresh starts.

12. Every day brings a chance to start anew.

13. | celebrate my ability to learn, adapt, and evolve.

14. My life is a canvas, and | am the artist of my destiny.

15. | welcome abundance and prosperity into my life.

16. | am grateful for the lessons of the past, using them to forge a brighter future.

17. | trust my intuition, guiding me toward positive change.

18. With each step, | move closer to my highest potential.

19. I am surrounded by love, support, and guidance.

20. I embody renewal, radiating hope, joy, and positivity.

O Nk WN

Instructions for Using Affirmations Effectively

1. Choose a Quiet and Comfortable Space: Find a peaceful spot where you can sit comfortably without
distractions.

2. Set Aside a Regular Time: Commit to practicing affirmations at the same time daily, ideally in the morning
or before bed.

3. Read with Intention: Start by reading the affirmations slowly and intentionally, allowing the words to sink
deeply into your mind.

4. Reflect and Connect: Take a moment to reflect on each affirmation. Connect with the emotions and
feelings it evokes within you.

5. Repeat with Conviction: Repeat each affirmation out loud with conviction, feeling the truth and power in
the words. You can repeat them multiple times for added emphasis.

6. Visualize the Outcome: As you repeat each affirmation, close your eyes and vividly visualize the desired
outcome. Imagine yourself already in possession of what you're affirming.

7. Feel the Emotions: Emotions amplify the effectiveness of affirmations. As you visualize, allow yourself to
feel the emotions associated with achieving your desires.

8. Let Go of Resistance: Be aware of any resistance or negative thoughts that arise. Gently let them go,
focusing instead on the positive, empowering emotions and visuals.

9. Practice Regularly: Consistency is key. Make affirmations a daily habit, and watch your mindset, emotions,
and life transform over time.

10. Be Patient and Persistent: Remember that affirmations are most effective when used as a long-term
practice. Be patient with yourself and persist in your practice, even when faced with challenges or setbacks.
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Food For the Soul!

Shrikhand Puri: A Traditional Guddi Padwa Delicacy

Shrikhand Puri is a classic Maharashtrian dish, typically prepared
during Guddi Padwa celebrations. This sweet and savory combination
is a perfect representation of the festive spirit.

Ingredients:
For the Shrikhand:
e 1 cup hung curd (yogurt)
e 1/2 cup powdered sugar
e 1/4teaspoon cardamom powder
e 1/4teaspoon saffron threads, soaked in 1 tablespoon milk

For the Puri:
e 2 cups all-purpose flour
e 1/2teaspoon salt
e 1/4teaspoon baking powder
e 1/4 cup ghee or oil
e Water, as needed

Instructions:

1. Prepare the Shrikhand: In a bowl, mix together the hung curd, powdered sugar, cardamom powder, and
saffron with milk. Refrigerate for at least 30 minutes to allow the flavors to meld.

2. Make the Puri Dough: In a separate bowl, combine the flour, salt, and baking powder. Add the ghee or
oil and mix until the dough comes together. Gradually add water to form a smooth, pliable dough. Knead
for 5-7 minutes. Cover and let it rest for 30 minutes.

3. Roll Out the Puri: Divide the dough into small balls. Roll out each ball into a thin circle, about 3-4 inches
in diameter.

4. Fry the Puri: Heat oil in a deep frying pan over medium heat. Fry the puris until they are golden brown
and puffed up. Drain excess oil on paper towels.

5. Serve: Serve the crispy puris with a dollop of chilled shrikhand. Garnish with chopped nuts or dried fruits,
if desired.

Tips and Variations:
e For an extra crunchy puri, you can add a pinch of baking soda to the dough.
e Experiment with different flavors in the shrikhand, such as adding a pinch of cinnamon or nutmeg
powder.
e Serve the shrikhand puri with a side of spicy mango chutney or a sprinkle of powdered sugar for added
sweetness.

Enjoy your delicious Shrikhand Puri

——
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From the Editor

Dear Rtns and R'Anns

As we step into the vibrant tapestry of spring, the world awakens with renewed vitality. The gentle warmth of the
sun, the sweet songs of birds, and the vibrant hues of blooming flowers all conspire to remind us of the beauty of
new beginnings.

In this season of renewal, let us take a moment to reflect on the incredible potential that lies within each of us. May
we be inspired to nurture our passions, to cultivate compassion, and to embrace the unique journey that unfolds
before us.

As we embark on this fresh chapter, let us hold dear the values of love, kindness, and resilience that guide us. May
our hearts remain open to the beauty of the world around us, and may our spirits continue to soar with hope and

Joy.

Warmest wishes for a spring filled with wonder, growth, and happiness!

Behzad Randeria

What to Expect in the Next Four Weeks

April 12 - ‘Baisakhi Celebration’ followed by Fellowship Dinner

April 19 - No Meeting
April 26 - Program by Rtn Sagar Khandelwal Sub Group

e May 03 - ‘Reverse Engineering Approach towards Increasing Health Span’ Talk by Rtn PP Arvind Saraf

Birthdays and Anniversaries

D A Rtn / R°Ann Birthday
'?i}n R'Ann Tanuja Agarwal April 6
0! Rtn. Dr. Gururaj Lachyan April 8
R'Ann Madhulika Pittie April 9
Rtn. Nitin Vijaivergia April 10
Rtn. PP Dr. Aruna Umranikar April 11
Member and Spouse Wedding Anniversary

Rtn. PP Narayandas and Rtn. Aruna Rathi April 5
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