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From The President’s Desk 
 
 

Dear Rotarians & R’Anns, 
 
As we embark on another week of service and fellowship, let us to take a moment to reflect 
on the power of community. In Rotary, we are not just members of a club; we are part of a 
global network that strives to make a positive impact wherever we can. Every meeting, 

every project, and every act of kindness brings us closer to creating the world we want to 
see. 

This week, let us continue to focus on our shared mission: "Service Above Self." Whether through small acts of 
kindness or larger community initiatives, our efforts collectively make a difference. I encourage you to share your 
ideas, engage with our projects, and, most importantly, connect with one another. Together, we are stronger. 

I would like to take this opportunity to kindly remind all members who pledged support for various 
projects during our annual fundraising event in August of last year to please submit your contributions to 
the RCPC Charity Trust account immediately. We are in the final stages of several ongoing essential 
projects that were initiated based on these commitments, and any further delay could jeopardize their 
progress. I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to all our Rtns & R’Anns who have already made 
their contributions, allowing us to successfully kickstart these initiatives. 

This evening, we have the privilege of hosting an insightful talk on 'The Indian Diabetic' by the renowned 
Diabetologist, Dr. Ranjan Yajnik. Despite his extremely busy schedule, Dr. Yajnik has graciously consented to 
speak to us. As we all know, diabetes is a widespread, often silent condition with potentially serious 
complications. Early awareness and proper management can greatly improve outcomes and quality of life for 
those affected. I sincerely look forward to seeing you all at 6:30 pm this evening at the ‘Royal Connaught Boat 
Club - Pool View Hall’ for what promises to be an enlightening session. 

Warm regards, 
 
Rtn Brigadier PKM Raja 
President RY 2024-25 
Rotary Club of Pune Central 
 
 



 

 

Today 
 

We are looking forward to a highly insightful talk on the topic “The Indian Diabetic” by the 
Director Diabetes Unit of K.E.M. Hospital, Pune, Dr. Ranjan Yajnik on Saturday, 29th March 
2025 at 6:30 PM at Royal Connaught Boat Club - Pool View Hall.  
 

He is among the very few in India doing original research on the Indian Diabetes patients and 
its related ailments. He had his medical education in Pune at the B. J. Medical College and 
Sasoon Hospital. After his Diabetes Training in Oxford (England) he returned back to his alma 
mater in 1984 where he was appointed as a pool officer (Scheme to attract Indian Doctors back 

home and pay them till they settled down in practice), but didn’t like it much here. On a special request to Rajiv 
Gandhi, then Prime Minister, he was transferred to the K.E.M. Hospital, Pune.  
 

His unit to-day has about 40 other research workers and paramedical staff treating, educating, and carrying on 
research in Diabetes. They are all paid from research funds generated by the department in India and abroad. He 
is a Trustee, President, Hon. Visiting Professor and advisor to many national and international organizations related 
with Diabetes which have bestowed upon him numerous awards. He names Dr. Banu Coyaji and Dr. Sammy Modi 
as his mentors who had the vision to see the monster of Diabetes coming when it was a discipline not worth it as 
an exclusive practicing specialty.  
 

India to-day is the Diabetes capital of the world affecting about 10% of the adult population. Nearly 1 million Indians 
succumb to it every year. It has grown 100% in the last 15 years.   
 

Despite all his achievements in his chosen field, Dr. Yajnik’s humility is very striking.  
 

Post-meeting Fellowship: Don’t miss out on the camaraderie and conversations that follow! 
  

Additionally, there will be a half-hour Pre-Meeting Fellowship starting at 6:30 PM, with the meeting officially 
commencing at 7:00 PM. 
 
 

The Week That Was – March 22, 2025 
(From Rtn. Sagar Khandelwal) 
 

The 31st weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Pune Central, held on March 22, 2025, was an evening filled with 
inspiration, entertainment, and camaraderie. 
 

Call to Order & Welcome 
President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja called the meeting to order, setting a formal yet engaging tone for the evening. The 
session began with the National Anthem. 
 

With heavy hearts, we paid tribute to our dear Late R’Ann Meena Sarkar, wife of Rtn. PP Vijai Sarkar, who sadly 
passed away on March 16th. The club members observed a solemn one-minute silence in her memory, marking a 
poignant moment of respect.  
 

The visiting Rotarians and Guests were welcomed. President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja then shared key updates on the 
club activities,  
 

The club appreciated the generosity of following members who have significantly contributed to Rotary’s initiatives: 
 Rtn. Jignesh Patel INR 2,50,666 
 Rtn. Dr. Jitendra Sandu – INR 50,000 
 Rtn. Shernaz Irani – INR 20,000. 



 

 

 

President’s Report & Pleasantries 
The Club extended birthday and anniversary wishes to our esteemed members: 
 

Anniversaries: 
 Rtn. Lalit an R’Ann Vidhu Vij– March 28 

 
Program by Rtn. PP Arvind Saraf Sub Group 
 

In the 22nd March Club meeting the program titled गुलदस्ता ए मोहब्बत was carried out by group of Rotarians, led by Rtn 
PP Arvind Saraf & titled “The Blue Birds”.  
 

“The Bluebirds”: 
 

 Jignesh & Disha Patel 
 Polly & Yasmin Patel 
 Abhimanyu & Smita 
 Cawas & Hutokshi Pundole 

 Nitin & Sonia Rajore 
 Behzad & Histas Randeria 
 Narayan & Aruna Rathi 
 Darshan & Urmi Rathod 

 Vimal & Krishna Saboo 
 Uday & Savita 

Dharmadhikari 
 Arvind & Vidya Saraf 

 
 

During this program, PP Arvind Saraf recited a poem composed by him which is quite relevant to our club. Please 
find below the poem & it’s AI interpretation: 
 

 

गुलदस्ता-ए-मोहब्बत – A Floral Symphony of Rotary 

Welcome to our Rotary family, 
Where every member is a unique bloom, 
And together, we create a beautiful bouquet of service, smiles, and spirit. 

“गलुदस्ते की तरह ह ैहमारा क्लब सारा, 
हर फूल की अपनी एक खशुब ूप्यारा।” 

Like roses, lilies, and orchids in a bouquet, 
We bring different talents, dreams, and energies, 
Yet stay bound by the common thread of fellowship, purpose, and compassion 



 

 

“हर फूल की अपनी अदा होती ह,ै 
ममलकर सबकी रौनक जदुा होती ह।ै” 

We are more than just individuals – 
We are a collective force of kindness, 
A team that believes in service above self, 
And in the power of togetherness to bring real change. 

Just like a गलुदस्ता, 
It’s not the petals alone, 
But the connection between them 
That makes it bloom with brilliance. 

“गलुदस्ता बना हर फूल, इक ममसाल होता ह,ै 
अकेला बेशक खबूसरूत, पर संग आए कमाल होता ह।ै” 

So today, let’s celebrate each other, 
Let’s sprinkle some more मोहब्बत, 
Let’s cherish the spirit of Rotary, 
And let this meeting be another petal added to our ever-blooming bouquet. 

 

Because our club isn’t just a group… 

It’s a गलुदस्ता – blooming with ideas, actions, and affection. 
 

Vote of Thanks & Mini Fellowship 
President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja concluded the meeting with a heartfelt vote of thanks, expressing gratitude to all the 
speakers and attendees. The evening ended with a delightful mini fellowship, providing an opportunity for 
members to unwind and engage in lively conversations. 
 

   
   

   



 

 

Distribution of Specs 
 
A camp was conducted on 13-14th February 2025 at St. Claire’s Girls High School Nana Peth in association with 
Rotary Club of Pune Central and Community Eye Care Foundation. 
 

A total of 547 Students were checked, out of which 84 were referred for further intervention. 49 students required 
spectacles and these were distributed on 25th March 2025.   
 

Another camp was conducted on 18th February 2025 at Sampradaya Pathshala Alandi in association with Rotary 
Club of Pune Central and Community Eye Care Foundation. 
 
A total of 59 patients were checked, out of which 6 were referred for further intervention. 16 students required 
spectacles and these were handed over to Mr. Kulkarni a representative from sampradaya pathshala on 
26th March 2025. 
 

  
  

  

 



 

 

Unveiling Our New Online Hub – Check Out the Rotary Club Website 
 
 

We are happy to announce the official launch of the new website for the Rotary Club of Pune Central, which was 
inaugurated by our District Governor Rtn. Shital Shah in February 22, 2025. This marks a significant milestone in 
enhancing our club's digital presence and communication. 
 
 

A heartfelt thanks to Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant for his generous sponsorship in bringing this website to life. We are 
also deeply grateful to our Public Image team, led by Rtn. PP Uday Dharmadhikari, for their unwavering dedication 
and tireless efforts in developing this valuable platform. 
 
 

The website is now LIVE and accessible to all! This will serve as a central hub for all things related to our club, and 
it is recommended that every member should explore it and make full use of its features. Kindly inform your friends 
and acquaintances also about our Club's website. 
 
 

You can visit our website here:  https://rcpunecentral.org/ 
 
 

We have organized several key sections for easy navigation. Below are some highlights to explore: 
 
 

Home Page: https://rcpunecentral.org/ 
 

About Us: https://rcpunecentral.org/about-rcpc/  
 

Members’ Directory: https://rcpunecentral.org/directory/ 
 

Club Meetings: https://rcpunecentral.org/club-meeting/ 
 

Club Bulletins: https://rcpunecentral.org/club-bulletins/ 
 

Projects: https://rcpunecentral.org/projects/ 
 

Latest News: https://rcpunecentral.org/news/ 
 

Events: https://rcpunecentral.org/events/ 
 

Achievements: https://rcpunecentral.org/achievements/ 
 

Join Club: https://rcpunecentral.org/join-club/ 
 

Contact Us: https://rcpunecentral.org/contact/ 
 
 

Starting April 1, 2025, all official communication will be directed to our new email address: 
info@rcpunecentral.org 
 
 

We welcome your valuable feedback and suggestions to help improve our website and make it even more useful 
for our members and the community at large. Your input is highly appreciated! 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing all of you engage with our new online 
platform. Let’s make the most of this new chapter in our digital journey! 
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50 things every Rotarian should know about Rotary 
(Inputs from Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant) 
 
31 - INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS 
Each May or June, Rotary International holds a worldwide convention "to stimulate, inspire and inform all Rotarians 
at an international level." The convention, which may not be held in the same country for more than two 
consecutive years, is the annual meeting to conduct the business of the association. The planning process usually 
begins about four or five years in advance. 
 

The RI board determines a general location and invites cities to make proposals. The conventions are truly 
international events which 20,000 to 40,000 Rotarians and guests attend. All members should plan to participate 
in a Rotary International convention to discover the real internationality of Rotary. It is an experience you'll never 
forget. 
 
 

From the Editor 
 
Dear Rtns and R’Anns 
 

As we celebrate the arrival of spring with Navroz, let us welcome the renewal and rejuvenation that this festive 
occasion brings. Navroz is a time to reflect on the values of love, compassion, and kindness that unite us. 
 

On this joyous occasion, let us honor the remarkable men and women in our lives who embody these values. May 
their strength, resilience, and generosity inspire us to create a brighter future for all. 
 

As we gather with family and friends to celebrate Navroz, let us remember the importance of uplifting, supporting, 
and empowering each other. May this festive season bring us closer together and fill our hearts with love, hope, 
and joy. 
 

With warmest wishes for a Happy Navroz! 
 

Behzad Randeria 
 
 
 

What to Expect in the Next Four Weeks 
 

 

 April 05 – ‘Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Sustainability’, by Mr Mahesh Khatri who is the Co-Founder of IT 
Companies in USA and now spearheading advancements in Electric Vehicles (EV) and Battery Energy 
Storage Systems (BESS).s 
 

 April 12  –  ‘Baisakhi Celebration’ followed by Fellowship Dinner 
 

 April 19  –  No Meeting  
 

 April 26  –  Program by Rtn Sagar Khandelwal Sub Group 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 
Rtn / R’Ann 
R’Ann Rashi Sharma 
Rtn. Dr.  Shona Nag 
 

 
Birthday 
March 29 
April 03 
 

   

 

Member and Spouse 
Rtn. Kanwal and R’Ann Urvashi Guliani 
 

Wedding Anniversary 
March 29 
 

 


