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From The President’s Desk

// & . Dear Rotarians & R’Anns,
/ N\

[ | : Happy Women'’s Day! To all the women who inspire, lead, and nurture - your contributions
{ make the world a better place!

Last week, we had a wonderful Vocational Awards Ceremony, organized by PP Uday
Dharmadhikari, Director of Vocational Services, and Arun Shroff, Chairman of the Vocational
Committee. Over the past three months, they have worked tirelessly to identify and select the final list of awardees.
It was truly humbling to hear the stories of awardees overcoming tremendous hardships and barriers to make a
difference in the lives of the needy and deserving. The awards were a true reflection of the grit, perseverance, and
selfless service exhibited by each one of them. Congratulations to all the winners and the entire Vocational Awards
team. A special thank you to Rtn PP Madhu Rathi, Rtn Behzad Randeria, Rtn Giri Sakhrani, and Rtn Sunil Asher for
their efforts in identifying these deserving awardees.

| am also delighted to announce that RCPC, in collaboration with the Inner Wheel of Pune Central, will be hosting
the ‘Ladies Nite’ this evening at Poona Club. It promises to be a fun-filled evening with entertainment, mystery, and
wonder as we present an exciting ‘Mentalist Show’ by the renowned Amit Kalantri, who will take us on a captivating
journey into the power of the mind.

Let us also take a moment to reflect on the significance of March as Rotary’'s Month of Water and Sanitation. This
month serves as a reminder of the vital importance of clean water and sanitation in our communities, and the
collective responsibility we share in ensuring these fundamental rights for everyone.

| look forward to welcoming you all this evening at Poona Club Hall No. 1 at 6:30 pm for what promises to be a
wonderful program.

Warm regards,

Rtn Brigadier PKM Raja
President RY 2024-25
Rotary Club of Pune Central

-
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You are cordially invited to join us for an evening filled with merriment and camaraderie at our upcoming "Ladies
Nite" event, taking place this Saturday, March 8, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. The venue for this delightful gathering is The
Poona Club - Conference Hall 1

This week, we have the pleasure of collaborating with the Inner Wheel Club of
Pune Central, who will showcase their achievements and organize an
entertainment program for all of us.

Get ready for a mind-blowing experience where your choices are predicted, your
thoughts revealed, and objects move with pure energy. This interactive show
combines mind reading, telepathy, and telekinesis for an unforgettable night of
mystery and wonder. This is unique, engaging and entertaining Mentalism Show
by Mr. Amit Kalantri. The show involves whole audience. Believe it

when you see it!
Do not miss this opportunity to attend and know more about one of the largest women's organization in the world!

The meeting will be followed by Mini Fellowship. As always, we will kick off the evening with a half-hour Pre-
Meeting Fellowship starting at 6:30 p.m., followed by the commencement of the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Looking forward to a widespread participation,

The Week That Was - March 1, 2025

(From Rtn. Sagar Khandelwal)

The weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Pune Central on Saturday, March 1, 2025, was called to order by President
Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja. He welcomed all members and guests and updated everyone about various club projects and
activities.

The club appreciated the generosity of following members who have significantly contributed to Rotary's initiatives:
e Rtn. Dr. Nitin Desai (Desai Brothers Limited) - INR 3 Crores for the Rotary India CSR Grant supporting 15,000
Cataract Surgeries, marking the highest contribution at the national level.
e Rtn. PP Arvind Saraf - USD 1,000 for TRF Annual Programs Fund (APF).
e Rtn. PP Narayandas Rathi - USD 2,000 for TRF APF.

Transforming Lives Through Rajapur Dam Repairs

A remarkable project update was shared regarding the Rajapur Dam Repairs, an initiative led by Rtn. Giri Sakhrani,
who discovered the issue during his weekend cycling trips. The British-era Rajapur Dam had severe leaks that
caused water depletion, affecting local farmers and communities. With 210 lakhs contributed by RCPC members,
the repairs were successfully completed, ensuring water retention beyond the monsoon season. The project has
already shown incredible results - the once-dry dam is now teeming with water and has even attracted migratory
birds, a first for the areal!

Rotary Car Rally - Driving Inclusion Forward

RCPC proudly participated as a co-host for the RID 3131 DEI Team's ‘Eye C Magic’ Car Rally, commemorating Rotary's
120th birthday. This inspiring event featured visually impaired individuals as navigators, demonstrating their
incredible abilities in guiding drivers with remarkable precision. RCPC was well represented by President Brig. PKM
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Raja & R'Ann Sujaya Raja, IPP Cmde Ajay Chitnis, and PN Rtn. Cmde Parvin Malhotra. With 170 cars on the road, the
rally was a strong statement on inclusion, accessibility, and resilience.

Recognizing Vocational Excellence

A major highlight of the evening was the Vocational Excellence Awards, presented by Rtn. PP Uday Dharmadhikari
and Rtn. Arun Shroff, celebrating individuals who have made exceptional contributions in their respective fields.
Photos of the Vocational Awards Presentation Ceremony are given below.

Additionally, the Patient Care Assistant (Nursing) Course participants were recognized in a special certificate
distribution and appreciation ceremony conducted by Rtn. PP Narayandas Rathi. Their hard work and dedication
in the field of healthcare were duly acknowledged.

Pleasantries & Announcements: Wedding Anniversary Celebrations:
% Rtn. Dr. Shona & Mr. Milon Nag - March 4
4 Rtn. PP Rakesh & R’Ann Suchi Bhargava - March 1

The meeting concluded with a Vote of Thanks by President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja, followed by a fellowship session,
where members engaged in lively discussions and networking.

THE MAGIC
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Sahasra Chandra Darshan Celebration Of Rtn. Dr. Nitin Desai
Felicitation by Rtn. PP Dr. Nasir Kazi

During our club's weekly meeting on 1st March 2025, President Brigadier Raja specially acknowledged Rtn. Dr. Nitin
Desai's remarkable donation of Rs. 3 crores on 27th February 2025 to our club for the CSR Grant Project. This
project aims to conduct 15,000 cataract surgeries for the Rotary Year 2024-25. Notably, this is the third consecutive
year Rtn. Desai has made a donation of Rs. 3 crores under CSR to The Rotary Foundation India, Delhi. This generous
contribution is the largest donation in India for cataract surgeries and medical equipment purchases.

Philanthropic Contributions
Apart from TRF India, Rtn. Dr. Nitin Desai extends support to various social organizations through CSR funds of his
company, Desai Brothers Limited, Pune. Some of these organizations include:

1. Poona Blind Men's Association's Haribhai V. Desai Eye Hospital: Providing eye care and surgeries.

2. Vanarai: Constructing over 2000 household toilets and 35 blocks in rural schools across 11 villages, as well

as contributing to more than 10 watershed management projects.

Janaseva Foundation: Supporting two units of the old age home for 150 persons.

4. Shree Poona Gujarathi Bandhu Samaj: Contributing to Gujarat Bhavan with modern infrastructure to
fulfill cultural, social, and sports needs of the community.

5. ThePoona Gujarathi Kelavani Mandal: Providing infrastructural and ICT-based learning facilities for 5,000
students.

6. LilaPoonawalla Foundation: Supporting education and skill-building programs for deserving girls for over
a decade.

7. DISHA: Enabling skill development of women through various programs like sewing courses, beautician
courses, baking, and pastry arts courses.

w

Achievements and Recognition

Rtn. Desai holds a graduate degree in Civil Engineering and a Master's in Environmental Engineering from the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA. As the Chairman and Managing Director of Desai Brothers Limited, Pune,
he leads a prominent corporate entity in diversified business. His active involvement in the healthcare industry is
notable, particularly as the Chairman of the Poona Blind Men's Association's H. V. Desai Eye Hospital.

Rtn. Desai has received several accolades for his multifaceted contributions:

e Adarsh Vayapari - Uttam Puraskar by the Poona Merchants Chambers in 2004.
e Honorary D. Litt - Doctor of Letters - Honoris Casa by Ajinkya D. Y. Patil University in January 2023.

e Punyabhushan Award by the Punyabhushan Foundation in March 2023.
e
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Sahasra Chandra Darshan Celebration

Recently, Rtn. Nitin Desai was felicitated by various organizations on completing "Sahasra Chandra Darshan," a
milestone marking the sighting of 1000 full moons during his lifespan, typically occurring around 81 years of age.
This celebration is considered significant in Hindu tradition, symbolizing longevity and spiritual growth.

The felicitating organizations included:
e Poona Gujarathi Bandhu Samaj
e Poona Gujarathi Kelavani Mandal
e H.V. Desai Eye Hospital

Rtn. Desai was honored at the hands of Shri Prataprao Pawar, Chairman at Sakal Papers Pvt. Ltd., Pune, who
bestowed upon him a Puneri Pagadi and offered a memento. Shri Pawar praised Rtn. Nitin Desai, highlighting his
kind and generous nature.

Prominent personalities, including Dr. Rajesh Shah, Dr. Vinod Shah, Shri Mohan Gujarathi, and Shri Parvez Bilimoria,
spoke appreciatively about Rtn. Nitin Desai's various philanthropic activities. Rtn. Desai expressed gratitude to the
organizing associations and the speakers for this felicitation program.

Let us all applaud Rtn. Nitin Desai for his multitude of philanthropic activities and wish him a very happy, healthy,
and long life to...
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50 things every Rotarian should know about Rotary
(Inputs from Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant)

29 - FUNCTIONAL LITERACY PROGRAM

It has been estimated that a billion people -- one-fourth of the world's population -- are unable to read. llliteracy of
adults and children is global is a concern in both highly industrialized nations and in developing countries. The
number of adult illiterates in the world is increasing by 25 million each year! In the United States, one quarter of
the entire population is considered functionally illiterate.

The tragedy of illiteracy is that those who cannot read lose personal independence and become victims of
unscrupulous manipulation, poverty and the loss of human feelings which give meaning to life. Illiteracy is
demeaning. It is a major obstacle for economic, political, social and person development. llliteracy is a barrier to
international understanding, cooperation and peace in the world.

Literacy education was considered a program priority by Rotary's original Health, Hunger and Humanity Committee
in 1978. An early 3-H grant led to the preparation of an excellent source book on the issues of literacy in the world.
The Rotary-sponsored publication, The Right to Read, was edited by Rotarian Eve Malmquist, a past district
governor from Linkoping, Sweden, and a recognized authority on reading and educational research. The book was
the forerunner of a major Rotary program emphasis on literacy promotion.

In 1985 the RI Planning and Research Committee proposed, and the Rl board approved, that the Rotary clubs of
the world conduct a ten-year emphasis on literacy education. Many Rotary clubs are thoughtfully surveying the
needs of their community for literacy training. Some clubs provide basic books for teaching reading. Others
establish and support reading and language clinics, provide volunteer tutorial assistance and purchase reading
materials. Rotarians can play a vitally important part in their community and in developing countries by promoting
projects to open opportunities which come from the ability to read.

From the Editor

Dear Rtns and R'Anns

As we celebrate International Women's Day, we honor the remarkable women who inspire us with their strength,
resilience, and compassion. Today and every day, we recognize the invaluable contributions women make to our
families, communities, and the world.

May this special day be a reminder that every woman is a beacon of hope, a source of love, and a force for positive
change. May we continue to uplift, support, and empower each other, creating a brighter future for all.

Here's to the women who illuminate our lives!
With appreciation and admiration,

Behzad Randeria
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What to Expect in the Next Four Weeks

e March 15 - No Meeting - Holi Holiday

e March 22 - Internal Program: Rtn PP Arvind Saraf Sub Group

e March 29 - Talk by Dr Ranjan Yagnik (Renowned Diabetologist)

e April 05 - ‘Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Sustainability, by Mr Mahesh Khatri who is the Co-
Founder of IT Companies in USA and now spearheading advancements in Electric Vehicles (EV) and
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Rtn / R'Ann Birthday
Rtn. Dr. Ramesh Sachdeva March 08
\yw‘.- Rtn. Sunil Shah March 09
Rtn. Shashi Raj Talwar March 09
R'Ann Manvir Mukhopadhyay March 13
Rtn. Raman Nanda March 15
R'Ann Radhika Shroff March 19
Rtn. PP Raja Kharadkar March 21
Member and Spouse Wedding Anniversary
Rtn. PP Polly and R'Ann Yasmin Patel March 09
Rtn. Nandita and Mr. Neelimkumar Khaire March 16
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