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From The President’s Desk 
 

Dear Rotarians & R’Anns, 
 
We have had an incredible year with all our projects progressing smoothly, thanks to the 
wholehearted contributions of our members. There is a palpable sense of positivity in the air, 
with new members joining us and actively engaging in our Club’s activities with enthusiasm 

and joy. 
  

As you know, District Governor Rtn Shital Shah, accompanied by his spouse Rtn Ragini Shah, will be visiting our 
Club this evening. This is a significant occasion for RCPC to showcase not only our capabilities but also the spirit of 
camaraderie, warmth, and unity that makes our Club truly special. One of the highlights of this evening is going to 
be the launch of RCPC’s Own Website which has been a longstanding dream, at the hands of the District Governor.  
 

This visit offers us a moment to reflect on the progress we have made this year and the positive impact we have 
had on society through our various projects and initiatives. I kindly request that you join us this evening at Poona 
Club Hall No. 1 at 6:30 pm to welcome the District Governor and his spouse. Let us make their visit one to remember 
and cherish. 
 
 

Warm regards, 
 

Rtn Brigadier PKM Raja 
President RY 2024-25 
Rotary Club of Pune Central 

 
Today 
 
We are excited to announce a special event in the Rotary Club of Pune Central's calendar—the official visit of our 
District Governor on Saturday, February 22, 2025. 
 

The agenda for the day unfolds in two parts: 
 

Part 1 - DG Visit - Meeting President, Secretary, President Elect, President Nominee, Board of Directors, 
Chairpersons, New Members, Members of Rotaract Club of Pune Startup and Members of RCC Ghorpadigaon. 

 Venue: Poona Club Conference Hall 1          Time: 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM 
 

Part 2 - DG Meeting with the Club  
 Venue: Poona Club Conference Hall 1          Time: 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM 



 

 

 
  

The District Governor's visit holds paramount importance in our Club's Rotary journey and presents a unique 
opportunity to not only showcase the achievements of our Rotary Club, but also get to know from the DG how our 
Club is aligned with the RI goals, besides garnering crucial support for our Club’s present & future activities. 
 

Please note that the dress code for this special occasion is formal, and we encourage you to proudly display 
the prestigious pins you have earned over time. 
 

Following the meeting, our Fellowship Committee has curated an exceptional post-meeting fellowship starting at 
8:00 PM at Tivoli Garden.  
 

Our Fellowship Committee is leaving no stone unturned to ensure an evening filled with joy and indelible memories. 
Anticipate mouth-watering starters and a feast fit for royalty.  
 

Additionally, there will be a half-hour Pre-Meeting Fellowship starting at 6:30 PM, with the meeting officially 
commencing at 7:00 PM. 
 

Your enthusiastic presence in large numbers will undoubtedly enhance the success of this event. 
 
 
 

Rtn. Shital Shah – District Governor RID 3131 
 
 

Rotarian Shital Shah lives by the motto "Be Good. Do Good," believing it 
represents the purpose and commitment of every Rotarian.   He serves as 
District Governor for RY 2024-25 of RID 3131. A member since 2005-06, he 
was President of Rotary Club of Pune East in RY 2013-14 and won Rotary 
International's “Significant Achievement Award” for distributing 10,000+ 
sweaters to those in need. 
 

With years of experience, he has played key roles in various district positions, 
including chairing RYLA, leading youth service, and directing foundation, 

membership, and service projects. His record-breaking efforts include raising $672K for the APF and collecting over 
$25,000 for Rotary, earning him Major Donor Level 2. 
 
A financial planner since 1988, Rtn. Shital has been recognized by multiple financial entities and led his chapter to 
No. 1 in India as President of BNI Excellence. His vision for RY 2024-25 focuses on building a strong Rotary 
community, empowering youth, supporting innovation, enhancing service projects, and improving the district’s 
public image. 
 

He is backboned by his loving wife Rtn. Ragini Shah and two sons Janak Shah who is a Financial Planner and Raunak 
Shah who is an Interior Designer and their daughters-in-law Ritika and Twinkle. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Rtn. Asis Ray – Assistant District Governor RID 3131 
 

Born and brought up in Kolkata, he did his engineering from IIT Kharagpur in Chemical 
Engineering in 1975.  He joined Wanson India (now known as Thermax) in 1976 and had a 
very long stint of nearly 22 years with them which also brought him to Pune in late eighties. 
He had a very interesting and successful Corporate career over 42 years with groups like 
Tata Steel, Chemetall India etc. He finally retired as Managing Director of Chemetall India 
in the end of 2017.  
 

Asis Was a member of Round Table India before he joined Rotary Club of Poona Downtown 
in 1994. He moved to Bangalore in 1996 and was also a member of Rotary Club of 
Bangalore Midtown for couple of years before moving to Tata Steel in Kolkata in 1998. He 

was back in Pune as Chief Executive with Chemetall India in 2002 but decided to take a break from Rotary owing to 
his busy professional commitments. He joined back his old Club Rotary Club of Pune Downtown again in 2016 and 
became President of RCPD in RY 2021-22. He is married to Ann Ipsita and their son Abhishek is a professional in 
Hospitality Industry.     
 

The Week That Was – February 15, 2025 
(From Rtn. Sagar Khandelwal) 
 
The weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Pune Central on Saturday, February 15, 2025, was an evening filled with 
valuable insights, community service updates, and celebrations of our members' contributions. 
 

Meeting Called to Order & National Anthem 
The meeting was officially called to order by President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja, followed by the rendition of the National 
Anthem, setting the stage for an inspiring session. 
 

Salute to the Spirit of Giving 
Recognizing the generosity of our esteemed members, we honored the following Rotarians for their impactful 
contributions: 

 Rtn. PP Ajay Dubey – USD 1,000 for TRF APF 
 Rtn. PP Jinendra Munot – USD 1,000 for TRF APF 

 

Their continued commitment to service above self is truly commendable. 
 

Eye Check-up Camp – A Step Towards Better Vision 
A successful Eye Check-up Camp was organized on February 13th & 14th, 2025, at St. Claire School near the YMCA. 
This initiative, sponsored by Rotary Club of Pune Central and conducted by the Community Eye Care Foundation. 
Through this initiative, we reaffirmed our commitment to community service and healthcare. 
 

Pleasantries – Celebrating Our Members 
We extended our warm wishes to our fellow Rotarians and their families celebrating their special occasions: 
 

Birthdays 
 Rtn. Prakash Gugle – February 15 
 Rtn. PP Dr. Nasir Kazi – February 17 
 R’Ann Bharati Dumbre – February 21 
 R’Ann Noorjahan Kazi – February 21 



 

 

Anniversaries 
 Rtn. Sunil and R’Ann Madhuri Deshmukh - February 18 
 Rtn. PP Neeraj and R’Ann Seema Handa - February 18 
 Rtn. Anubhav and R’Ann Jalpa Tewari - February 20 
 Rtn. PP Rajendra and R’Ann Rajashree Shah - February 20 

 

May this year bring them joy and prosperity! 
 

Guest Speaker Session – ‘Gut Health – Healthy Gut Means Younger You’ 
The highlight of the evening was an insightful talk by Rtn. PP Ebe 
Chaney on the importance of Gut Health. He shared his personal 
experiences and research-backed insights on: 

 Restoring gut balance naturally 
 The role of nutrition in gut health 
 Lifestyle changes for better digestion and immunity 
 The impact of gut health on overall well-being 

 

The session provided practical takeaways that could help members 
enhance their health and vitality. 
 

President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja officially adjourned the meeting, marking the end of another impactful and 
enlightening gathering. 
 
 

Repairs to Rajapur Dam  
 
Rural Satara has over 200 Earthen Dams which are used by local farmers for their domestic as well as agricultural 
needs. These dams built in the British era have developed leaks, and the water stored in them during the monsoon, 
gets depleted very fast and the water bodies dry up by November/December. Rtn Giri Sakhrani came to know of 
this during his weekend cycle rides and RCPC got involved with the repairs. Rajapur dam was repaired with a 
contribution of Rs 10 lakhs from the members of RCPC. This dam which was bone dry in April 2024 now has 
plenty of water and has even welcomed migratory birds which are seen in this photograph for the first time in 
this area. The villages in and around Rajapur Dam are greatly benefitted by the success of this Project. 
 
 

  
  



 

 

Successful Multi-District RYLA at Christ University, Lavasa 
 
The recently concluded Multi-District Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) at Christ University, Lavasa on 14th - 
16th February 2025 was a resounding success, bringing together young students from diverse backgrounds, 
including few international students. Organized in collaboration Christ University, Lavasa, the event provided an 
enriching platform for leadership development, personal growth, and cross-cultural exchange. 
 

A key highlight was the mentorship and insightful sessions led by esteemed speaker Rtn. Ashish Goyal including 
mentors Rtn. PP Uday Uday Dharmadhikari, PP Ajay Dubey and PP Sanjiv Kumar from the Rotary Club of 
Pune Central, who inspired participants with their experiences and leadership insights. The event truly embodied 
the spirit of Rotary’s commitment to nurturing future leaders, fostering global friendships, and creating positive 
change. 
 

This event was Co Hosted by Rotary Club of Pune Central. 
  

Congratulations to all participants, organizers, and partners for making this RYLA a remarkable success! 
 

  



 

 

RID 3131 Car Rally 
 
Give a visually impaired student the chance to experience a car drive 🚗where they feel empowered.  
 

Gift them 50% of your Sunday and see 100% of their joy✨ 
✨Your chance to create memories for a lifetime.✨ 
 

Date:23rd February 2025                         Time: 8:30 am - 1 pm 
Venue: Phoenix Marketcity, Vimannagar 
Media Partners: Big.fm                              Venue partners: Phoenix Market city, Vimannagar and Poona club 
 

OPEN TO ALL! NO REGISTRATION FEE 
 

Because, joy is priceless ✅ 
 

Includes BREAKFAST 🍔🍟 and ENTERTAINMENT post rally. 
Secure your spot through the Google form👇  
https://forms.gle/wvsBivQwn7edw2d37 

 

https://forms.gle/wvsBivQwn7edw2d37


 

 

50 things every Rotarian should know about Rotary 
(Inputs from Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant) 

 

 
27 - "EVERY ROTARIAN AN EXAMPLE TO YOUTH" 
 

In much of the official literature of Rotary International relating to service to young people, a special slogan will be 
found -"Every Rotarian an Example to Youth." These words were adopted in 1949 by the Rotary International Board 
of Directors as an expression of commitment to children and youth in each community in which Rotary clubs exist. 
Serving young people has long been an important part of the Rotary program. 
 

Youth service projects take many forms around the world. Rotarians sponsor Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops, 
athletic teams, handicapped children's centers, school safety patrols, summer camps, recreation areas, safe driving 
clinics, county fairs, child care centers and children's hospitals. Many clubs provide vocational counseling, establish 
youth employment program and promote use of The 4 -Way Test. Increasingly, drug and alcohol abuse prevention 
projects are being supported by Rotarians. 
 

In every instance, Rotarians have an opportunity to be role model for the young men and women of their 
community. One learns to serve by observing others. As our youth grow to become adult leaders, it is hoped each 
will achieve that same desire and spirit to serve future generations of children and youth. 
The slogan accepted over 40 years ago is just as vital today. It is a very thoughtful challenge, "Every Rotarian an 
Example to Youth." 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From the Editor 

 
Dear Rtns and R’Anns 
 

As we continue to navigate our journey together, we're thrilled to present to you another instalment of our 
publication. 
 

Our purpose is to ignite, inform, and empower our community through the narratives and concepts we showcase. 
We're passionate about fostering meaningful connections, promoting compassion, and celebrating the profound 
influence one individual can have on the world. 
 

May the stories and insights within these pages inspire you to drive change, pursue your passions, and radiate 
warmth and positivity wherever you go. 
 
Thank you for being an integral part of our community! 
 

Warm regards, 
 
Behzad Randeria 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What to Expect in the Next Four Weeks 
 

 

 March 1 – Vocational Awards Program by Rtn PP Uday Dharmadhikari Sub Group 
 

 March 8 – Ladies Nite 
 

 March 15 – No Meeting – Holi Holiday 
 

 March 22 – Internal Program Rtn Yogesh Shah Sub Group 
 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  

Rtn / R’Ann 
Rtn. Sunil Asher  
Rtn. Dr. Kamalkishore Malpani  
 

 
Birthday 
February 23 
February 24 
 

  

 

Member and Spouse 
Rtn. Dr. Kamalkishore and R’Ann Deena Malpani 
Rtn. Sagar and R’Ann Shilpa Khandelwal 
Rtn. Sunil and R’Ann Anagha Shah 
Rtn. Rajeev and R’Ann Madhulika Pittie 

   

Wedding Anniversary 
February 24 
February 26 
February 26 
February 26 
 

 


