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From The President’s Desk 
 

Dear Rotarians & R’Anns, 
 
On February 5th at 3:30 PM, Assistant Governor Rtn Asis Ray paid an official visit to our RCPC 
office as a prelude to the District Governor’s visit on February 22nd. He was truly 
impressed by the efficiency and impact of our Club’s various initiatives. The credit for this goes 

entirely to each and every Rtn and R’Ann—your dedication and hard work make RCPC what it 
is today. 

  

Reflecting on this, I feel immense pride in being part of such an incredible Club. Every member is a gem, contributing 
not just to impactful projects but also to the spirit of fellowship, camaraderie, and goodwill that defines us. 
 

The Rotary District Conference on February 1st and 2nd was another testament to our collective efforts. RCPC 
received widespread recognition and appreciation from District Directors across various avenues. It was a proud 
moment when Presidents of other Clubs approached me to congratulate us on the phenomenal work we are doing 
for society. Seeing our Club held in such high esteem across Rotary District 3131 was truly inspiring. My heartfelt 
congratulations to every Rtn and spouse of RCPC for this well-earned recognition. 
 

As we continue this journey, I urge you all to attend today’s important Club Assembly at Poona Club at 6:30 PM. 
This is an opportunity to hear from our Directors and Committee Chairpersons about our accomplishments so far 
and our roadmap for the next four months. Your presence and participation are invaluable. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 
 

Warm regards, 
 

Rtn Brigadier PKM Raja 
President RY 2024-25 
Rotary Club of Pune Central 

 
Today 
 
As we reach the halfway mark of the RY 2024-25, it's time to come together for an important Club Assembly. This 
is our opportunity to review the progress we've made, reflect on our achievements and discuss the way forward.  
  

The Club Assembly is crucial for "strengthening the club" and serves as a dynamic forum where every member 
plays an important role in shaping our collective journey. During this assembly, we aim to achieve the following 
objectives: 



 

 

 Review the key initiatives and projects completed so far. 
 Share the plan for upcoming months. 
 Discuss challenges and learnings for better execution. 

  

Your participation is crucial as we continue our journey towards a stronger and more effective club. Let's share 
ideas and set the stage for even greater accomplishments in the second half of the year!  
 

So join us today evening Saturday, February 8, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. We will gather at Poona Club – Conference 
Hall 1. The meeting will be followed by a delightful Mini-Fellowship. 
  

In line with tradition, a half-hour pre-meeting Fellowship will start at 6:30 p.m., leading into the official meeting at 
7 p.m. 
 
 

The Week That Was – February 1, 2025 
(From Rtn. Sagar Khandelwal) 
 
President Brig PKM Raja called the meeting to order and extended a warm welcome to all Rotarians and Anns . He 
updated everyone about the ongoing projects and events.  
 

We also conveyed birthday wishes to Rtn. Pradeep Dharane (Feb 1), R’Ann Smita Pingale (Feb 2), R’Ann Komal Shah 
(Feb 6), and Rtn. Darshan Rathod (Feb 7). Additionally, heartfelt anniversary greetings were extended to Rtn. 
Darshan & R’Ann Urmi Rathod (Feb 2), Rtn. Pankaj & R’Ann Neelam Mehrotra (Feb 4), Rtn. Dr. Gururaj & R’Ann Dr. 
Sadhana Lachyan (Feb 5), Rtn. Akshay & R’Ann Uma Kejriwal (Feb 7), and Rtn. Dr. Ramesh & R’Ann Shubh Sachdeva 
(Feb 7). 
 

The highlight of the evening was the unique and thought-provoking "Think Outside the Box" session, conducted by 
R’Ann Sonia Rajore and her talented students. This engaging activity put our cognitive skills to the test with eight 
challenging worksheets, designed similarly to the problem-solving exercises given to children in modern schools. 
What started as a fun test soon had every member deep in thought, grappling with the simple yet tricky questions. 
The room was abuzz with excitement, laughter, and intense discussions, as teams worked collaboratively to crack 
the puzzles. In the end, one group emerged victorious, proving that sometimes, thinking outside the box truly pays 
off! 
 

The evening concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks by President Rtn. Brig. PKM Raja, followed by the much-
awaited post-meeting fellowship, where Rotarians and Anns continued their spirited discussions over 
refreshments. 
 

The club also successfully collected INR 2300 for the ‘End Polio’ fund, reinforcing our unwavering commitment to 
community service.                                 

  



 

 

  
 
 

Induction of New Member 
 
Thanks to our members’ support, more of which is required, we are in celebration mode on Saturday February 8, 
2025. This is because we are welcoming one member into our RCPC Family. Induction of a new member will be 
done during Saturday February 8, 2025’s regular meeting at Poona Club – Conference Hall 1 at 6.30 p.m. 
 

A brief Introduction of the new members are given below: 

  
Mr. Sunil Deshmukh 
 

With over 30 years of global senior management and leadership coaching 
experience, Mr. Sunil Deshmukh is the 2024-2025 Global Board Chair of the 
Institute of Management Accountants (IMA), USA. He has previously held CEO 
roles in the Middle East and Singapore and is currently the Managing Partner 
at C-Suite Lab LLP, where he specializes in coaching C-Suite leaders. 
Additionally, he mentors MBA students at IIM Nagpur and XLRI Jamshedpur. 
 
Mr. Deshmukh has successfully coached over 150 individuals and 
accumulated more than 1,000 coaching hours. He has worked across various 

industries, including finance, healthcare, and retail, advising on business strategy, sustainability, and succession 
planning. 
 
Mr. Sunil also teaches as Guest Faculty in IIM Nagpur and other B Schools. Also sits on multiple Boards as 
Independent Director / Board Advisor. 
 
Mr. Deshmukh holds an M.Com, LL.B, FCMA, FCS, and CMA (USA). He has also completed Advanced Leadership 
Programs from Oxford and Aspen and is certified in Coaching, Sustainability (ESG), and Independent Directorship. 
 
Mr. Sunil Deshmukh is married to Madhuri, who is a partner at C-Suite Lab LLP and holds an M.Sc. in Biotechnology. 
They have two sons: Apurva, a Data Scientist based in Bangalore, and Atharva, an AI Expert residing in London. 
 
We welcome Sunil and Madhuri to Rotary! 
 
 



 

 

Eye Check-up Camp 
From Rtn. Oni Kakajiwa 
 

Eye Check-Up Camp at Jagruti Blind School for girls, Alandi 
 
A successful Eye Check-up Camp was done on 18th January 2025 at the NFBM Jagruti School for Blind girls, Alandi 
for 1st to 8th std girls. The camp is being conducted by the Community Eye Care Foundation and organized and 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Pune Central. 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 ‘Cherry Blossom’ Anemia Testing & Treatment 
 
The Rotary Club of Pune Central, in collaboration with the Family Planning Association of India (FPAI), launched the 
‘Cherry Blossom’ project to conduct anemia testing and treatment for young girls in 20 schools across the Mulshi 
area. The initiative began in December 2024 and is expected to conclude by February 2025. 
 

Several anemia testing camps have been conducted: 
 

Date School name  Student count 
25-11-2024 New English school, Kolwan 300 
28-11-2024 Shree chh. Shivaji Vidyalay, Paud 450 
05-12-2024 Bhairavnath Vidyalay, Rihe  357 
10-12-2024 English Medium School Marunji  314 
11-12-2024 English Medium School Marunji  350 
17-12-2024 Pirangut English Medium school  300 
18-12-2024 Pirangut English Medium school  420 
19-12-2024 Pirangut English Medium school  329 
20-12-2024 Pirangut English Medium school  298 
27-12-2024 Namdev Rav Mohol VidyalayKhamboli  67 
15-01-2025 Male School 250 
  Total Students Tested so far 3435 

 



 

 

Through this initiative, hundreds of students have been screened for anemia, ensuring early detection and 
treatment. The project is improving awareness and health outcomes among young girls, contributing to their 
overall well-being. 
 

The ‘Cherry Blossom’ project reflects the commitment of RCPC and FPAI to addressing anemia among schoolgirls. 
By identifying and treating affected students, this initiative is making a lasting impact on their health and future 
development. 
 

  

 
 

 

Some Interesting Things to take note of: 

 

  
 
 

 



 

 

RCPC Wins Prize At Rotary Bridge Tournament 
 
Heartiest congratulations to Rtn Vidya Saraf and Rtn PP Prakash Gurbaxani for winning a coveted Prize in the 
District Rotary Bridge Tournament organised by RC Poona Main on 06 February. It was a tough and close fight and 
they missed the top position very narrowly! Excellent performance! 
 

  
 

 

50 things every Rotarian should know about Rotary 
(Inputs from Rtn. PP Suhas Merchant 

 
 
 

25 - THE DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
 

Most Rotarians have never attended a Rotary district conference. They have not experienced one of the most 
enjoyable and rewarding privileges of Rotary membership. 
 

A district conference is for all club members and their spouses, not just for club officers and committee members. 
The purpose of a district conference is for fellowship, good fun, inspirational speakers and discussion of matters 
which make one's Rotary membership more meaningful. Every person who attends a district conference finds that 
being a Rotarian becomes even more rewarding because of the new experiences, insights and acquaintances 
developed at the conference. Those who attend a conference enjoy going back, year after year. 
 

Every one of Rotary's more than 500 districts has a conference annually. These meetings are considered so 
important that the Rotary International president selects a knowledgeable Rotarian as his personal representative 
to attend and address each conference. The program always includes several outstanding entertainment features, 
interesting discussions and inspirational programs. 
 

One of the unexpected benefits of attending a district conference is the opportunity to become better acquainted 
with members of one's own club in an informal setting. Lasting friendships grow from the fellowship hours at the 
district conference. 



 

 

From the Editor 

 
Dear Rtns and R’Anns 
 

As we continue to navigate our journey together, we're thrilled to present to you another instalment of our 
publication. 
 

Our purpose is to ignite, inform, and empower our community through the narratives and concepts we showcase. 
We're passionate about fostering meaningful connections, promoting compassion, and celebrating the profound 
influence one individual can have on the world. 
 

May the stories and insights within these pages inspire you to drive change, pursue your passions, and radiate 
warmth and positivity wherever you go. 
Thank you for being an integral part of our community! 
 

Warm regards, 
 
Behzad Randeria 
 
 

What to Expect in the Next Four Weeks 
 

 February 15 – Rtn. PP Ebe Chaney – ‘GUT HEALTH : Healthy Gut Means Younger You’ 
 

 February 22 – DG Visit followed by fellowship dinner 
 

 March 1 – Vocational Awards 
 

 March 8 – Ladies Night 
 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  

Rtn / R’Ann 
Rtn. Kanwal Guliani  
R’Ann Renu Mahaldar 
Rtn. Jignesh Patel 
R’Ann Alka Srivastav 
Rtn. Pradeep Supnekar  

 
Birthday 
February 09 
February 09 
February 11 
February 12 
February 14 

  

 

Member and Spouse 
 Rtn. PP Ravi and R’Ann Jyoti Kapoor 

   Rtn. Vineet and R’Ann Rohini Jain 

Wedding Anniversary 
February 08 
February 08 
 

 


